
 

MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE SESSION AUGUST 13, 2013 

 

CLOSED SESSION OF City Council (approved by res. #13-154) was called to order at 9:11pm 

by Pres. Fleming 

 

PRESENT Mayor Volk, Councilmembers:  Fleming, Tierney, Trovato, Swanson, Brown, 

Parker, Carter, Admin. Michael Theokas, CFO Robert Law, Chief Merinuk, Clerk Roy Duffield, 

Patrick Madden (Attorney from JIF representing the City), James Pierson, Esq. 

 

minutes 

Mr. Patrick Madden, Esq. for the City through the JIF came forward to update the situation 

involving the lawsuit filed by Lt. Steven Cope in November 2012.  The suit claimed 

Discrimination, and Hostile Work Conditions, Mr. Madden recommended the City settle for the 

amount of $75,000.  He further explained the process and the thinking behind why he is 

recommending the settlement agreement compared to what the expenses involved would be 

should the case go to court with no guarantees involved. 

 

Mayor Volk stated he was actively involved in the various meetings where the figure of $63,000 

was agreed upon which is different than the current figure of $75K.  Mr. Madden discussed how 

terms and conditions do change over the course of settlement negotiations. 

 

The Mayor then inquired where the funds would come from and what the cost would be to the 

City.  Mr. Law explained several options on how the City could fund this settlement. 

 

When the regular order of business is resumed Council will be asked to vote whether to settle on 

the $75,000.00 amount. 

-                      -                      -                                -                        -                       -  

The PILOT plan with the Woodbury Mews was the second item of discussion.  Council 

President Fleming gave a brief background on the owner and operator of the property.  Mr. 

James Pierson gave further details stating that the original owner defaulted on all of their 

properties and the current operator bought the buildings and also bought the liens on the adjacent 

vacant lots. They then foreclosed the liens and now own the entire property, all four lots. They 

are now looking to sell the property, but will remain as operators. The prospective new owners 

would like to re-negotiate the PILOT financial agreement with the City. 

 

Mr. Robert Law summarized his discussions with the Mews and expressed his concerns with 

their proposal. They are not seeking any reduction in the total payments, just a reallocation of the 

payments among the various lots. However he is not in favor of the adjustments they are 

proposing. He stated that any changes must be approved by Council.  

 

A discussion period ensued between Councilmembers and the City Solicitor. Council then gave 

Mr. Law direction on how to proceed, suggesting a compromise on the reallocation.  

 

On motion of Councilwoman Tierney seconded by Councilman Swanson and unanimously 

approved the closed session was adjourned at 9:49 pm. 

 

 

ROY A. DUFFIELD, City Clerk 


