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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING OF 
June 11, 2013 

 
 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 

The Meeting was opened by President Fleming at 7:30 PM with the Pledge of 
Allegiance in Council Chambers at Woodbury City Hall, 33 Delaware Street, Woodbury, NJ. 
 

Invocation  
 
 The Invocation was delivered by Dr. Mike Harriott, Pastor, Kemble United Methodist Church. 
   

Open Public Meeting Statement 
 

The City Clerk stated that due notice had been given to both the public  
and the press by publication of Resolution #13-05 adopted at the Reorganizational Meeting of Mayor 
and Council on January 2, 2013. 
 
 Roll Call  
 
Present:     Tierney, Trout, Trovato, Brown, Lockman, Parker, Carter, President           
                    Fleming   
 
Absent:      * Mayor Volk arrived at 8:26 pm 

 *Swanson – arrived at 8:25 pm 
 
Minutes 
 
 On motion of Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilwoman Parker the minutes of the 
following meetings were unanimously approved as submitted: 
May 14, 2013 regular meeting 
May 14, 2013 closed session 
May 21, 2013 special meeting 
May 21, 2013 closed session 
May 28, 2013 regular meeting 
 
Public 
 
 On motion of Councilman Trout, seconded by Councilwoman Parker, and unanimously 
approved the Regular Order of Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the Public for 
Agenda Items Only. 
 
 Gloria Holmes, 19 Nelson Avenue, inquired as to the location of the property referenced in 
Ordinance #2183-13 and #2184-13. Mr. Duffield informed her it is the Colonial Park Apartments. 
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 As no one else came forward, on motion of Councilman Trout, seconded by Councilwoman 
Parker, the Public Portion was closed and the Regular Order of Business was resumed. 
 
President of Council 
 
 President Fleming advised that no action would be taken this evening following the Executive 
Session. 
 
Resolutions, Ordinances and Committee Reports 

 

Finance & Administration 

 

#2181-13 - Bond Ordinance Authorizing the Completion of Various Capital Improvements in and for the 

City of Woodbury, County of Gloucester, New Jersey; Appropriating the Sum of $520,000 therefor; 

Authorizing the Issuance  of General Obligation Bonds or Bond Anticipation Notes of the City of 

Woodbury, County of Gloucester, New Jersey in the Aggregate Principal Amount of up to $446,500; 

Making Certain Determinations and Covenants; and Authorizing Certain Related Actions in Connection 

with the Foregoing (Second Reading) 

 

 Mr. Duffield advised Council that ordinances  #2181-13 and #2182-13 were adopted at the last meeting; 

however the Public Hearings on both were advertised for tonight.  Therefore Council will be conducting the 

Public Hearing and readopting the both ordinances this evening. 

 

 Councilman Trovato presented the above-entitled ordinance for final adoption. 

 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 

 On motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, and unanimously approved the 

ordinance was ordered open for Public Hearing. Hearing no one, on motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by 

Councilwoman Carter, the Public Hearing was ordered closed. 

  

On motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by Councilman Trout, the ordinance was placed for final 

reading and adopted by a roll call vote. 

Ayes  8 Tierney, Trout, Trovato, Brown, Lockman, Parker, Carter, President       

                         Fleming 

Nays   0 

Absent   1 Swanson 

  

#2182-13 - Bond Ordinance Authorizing Various Water and Sewer  Improvements in the 

City of Woodbury, County of Gloucester, New Jersey; Appropriating the Sum of $500,000 

therefor; Authorizing the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds or Bond Anticipation Notes 

of the City of  Woodbury, County of  Gloucester, New Jersey in the Aggregate Principal 

Amount of  up to $500,000; Making Certain Determinations and Covenants; and 

Authorizing Certain Related Actions in Connection with the Foregoing (Second Reading) 

 

 Councilman Trovato presented the above-entitled ordinance for final adoption. 

 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 
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 On motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the ordinance was ordered open 

for Public Hearing. Hearing no one, on motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by Councilwoman Carter, the 

Public Hearing was ordered closed. 

  

On motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by Councilman Trout, the ordinance was placed for final 

reading and adopted by a roll call vote. 

 Ayes  8 Tierney, Trout, Trovato, Brown, Lockman, Parker, Carter, President       

             Fleming 

Nays   0 

Absent   1 Swanson 

 

#2183-13 - An Ordinance Granting a Drainage Easement to the Seniors Housing Development 

Corporation of Gloucester County Over City Property Identified as Lot 6 in Block 141 on the City of 

Woodbury Tax Maps  (Second Reading) 

 

 Councilman Trovato presented the above-entitled ordinance for final adoption. 

 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 

 On motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, and unanimously approved the 

ordinance was ordered open for Public Hearing. Hearing no one, on motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by 

Councilwoman Carter and unanimously approved the Public Hearing was ordered closed. 

  

On motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by Councilman Trout, the ordinance was placed for final 

reading and adopted by a roll call vote. 

 

 Ayes  8 Tierney, Trout, Trovato, Brown, Lockman, Parker, Carter, President       

             Fleming 

Nays   0 

Absent   1 Swanson 

 

#2184-13 - An Ordinance Releasing, Extinguishing and Vacating the Rights of the Public in an Alley 

Adjacent to South Evergreen Avenue in the City of  Woodbury, County of Gloucester and State of New 

Jersey (Second Reading) 

 

 Councilman Trovato presented the above-entitled ordinance for final adoption. 

 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 

 On motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, and unanimously approved the 

ordinance was ordered open for Public Hearing. Hearing no one, on motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by 

Councilwoman Carter, the Public Hearing was ordered closed. 

  

On motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by Councilman Trout, the ordinance was placed for final 

reading and adopted by a roll call vote. 

 

 Ayes  8 Tierney, Trout, Trovato, Brown, Lockman, Parker, Carter, President       
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             Fleming 

Nays   0 

Absent   1 Swanson 

 

 

#13-119 - Resolution Authorizing Cancelations of Balances on Water/Sewer Accounts for the City of 

Woodbury in the County of Gloucester 

 

 Councilman Trovato presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 

 On motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by Councilman Trout, the resolution was unanimously 

adopted by voice vote. 

 

#13-120 - Resolution Authorizing a Closed Session to Discuss Contract Negotiations   

Regarding the Purchase of Real Property 

 

 Councilman Trovato presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 

 On motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by Councilman Trout, the resolution was unanimously 

adopted by voice vote. 

 

Vouchers 

 

 On motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, and unanimously approved the 

vouchers as presented and certified were authorized paid. 

 

Public Safety 

 

#13-118 - Resolution Authorizing the Renewal of Alcoholic Beverage Licenses with the City  

of Woodbury Beginning July 1, 2013 and Ending June 30, 2014 

 

 Councilman Trovato presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 

 On motion of Councilman Trovato, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the resolution was adopted by 

voice vote.  Councilman Trout abstained from the vote.  

  

# 13-121 – Resolution Authorizing a Permit for Fireworks Display and Authorizing the Mayor to Execute  

a Contract for the Fourth of July Public Fireworks Display 

 

 Councilman Trout presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 
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 On motion of Councilman Trout, seconded by Councilwoman Parker, the resolution was unanimously 

adopted by voice vote. 

 

Public Works/Utilities 

 

  Councilman Lockman had nothing to report for this committee. 

 

Economic Development 

 

  Councilman Trovato advised that there was a meeting yesterday which our newly appointed  

Administrator, Mike Theokas attended so he could become familiar with various properties and their status. 

 

Parks and Recreation and Community Relations 

 

 Councilwoman Parker advised she met with Boy Scouts, Community Garden and Youth Football to 

discuss their various programs.  Also, the shared services committee of City Council and Board of Ed will meet 

Friday. Lastly, a group of residents in the first ward have formed the “Tuesday Night Litter Club” and are 

meeting on Tuesday evenings to pick up litter in different neighborhoods.  

 

Environmental and Green Acres 

 

  Councilwoman Tierney stated the Green Team met yesterday and are finalizing their mission and goals 

for the coming year; next meeting will be July 8
th

. 

 

Community Development 

 

  Councilwoman Brown reminded everyone of the Juneteenth Event occurring Saturday, June 15, 2013 to 

Celebrate the 150
th

 Anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation.  Also Councilwoman Brown recognized  

Jared Hunter, a former High School Student, who has continued his interest in government as a result of the  

“Students in Government” Program the City hosts each year. 

 

Property 

 

  Councilman Lockman informed Council that the Police Department has sent out 50 notifications of high  

grass of which 34 have been corrected. 

 

  Councilman Lockman stated he has received several complaints regarding a resident who is raising  

chickens at 314 Hendrickson Avenue and the conditions are quite unpleasant for the neighbors.   

 

  City Solicitor stated he would have to review the ordinance again for clarification; however his  

recollection is it does prohibit the raising of livestock and can be enforced. 

 

Reports: 

Mayor 

 Was not present at this time. 

Clerk 
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 Mr. Duffield gave the results of the June 4
th

 Primary Election. 

Police 

 Chief Merinuk advised that there have been recent car burglaries over the last couple of months and an 

arrest has been made in West Deptford. 

 There have been 86 landlord complaints and the Police are working on them. 

 Calls for service have increased to 2,000 a month. 

President Fleming 

 President Fleming directed the Engineer to send notice to American Asphalt to finish their paving work 

on Cooper and Rugby streets; and to advise them the City intends to follow through with some type of formal 

action if they do not. 

Open to the Public 

 On motion of Councilman Trout, seconded by Councilman Parker, the Regular Order of Business was 

suspended and the floor was open to the Public for any Items. 

 Gloria Holmes, 19 Nelson Avenue, approached Council to inquire if her request to have a crosswalk 

sign put on Rt 45 has been approved.  Councilman Fleming stated he is still working on it. 

 Jared Hunter, 128 High Street, introduced himself stating how impressed he was with the Students in 

Government Program. 

 Jody Long, 577 Cooper Street, approached Council regarding his continuing problem with drainage 

issue he has had with the County Club property for two years now.  At that time he was told that it was a 

problem between two property owners; and the City could not help him.  No one seems to hear his pleas for 

help not Parke Bank nor the City. 

 President Fleming stated that the solution will be addressed sooner than later because of proposed 

redevelopment of the Country Club property. 

 Mr. Pierson, Esq. stated that in the interim if the situation is causing that much of an issue, they may be 

able to approach the matter as a safety/hazardous condition.  Mr. Long gave permission to go upon his property 

especially after a rainfall and it can easily be witnessed what his concerns are. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilwoman Carter, the Public Portion was 

closed and the Regular Order of Business was resumed. 

 On motion of Councilman Trout, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, there was a five minutes recess 

before Council went into the Executive Session (approximately 8:26 pm). 

 

            E X E C U T I V E      S E S S I O N  

Mayor Volk and Councilman Swanson arrived during the Executive Session. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilwoman Parker, Council resumed the Regular 

Order of Business at 9:38 pm. 

 Mayor Volk gave his report. He gave details of a fire at 46 Penn Street today around 9:25 am that the 

Fire Department responded to.  However, they were called out to the same location around 5:00 pm today as the 

fire re-ignited.  As a result of that call five fire fighters were injured; one was Thorofare Fire Chief Phil Zimm, 

Woodbury Firefighters Lieutenant  Ed Rodig, Brandon Volk,  David Pipolo Jr. and Steve Brown. Fortunately 

none were seriously injured and those that required hospital care have been released.  
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 The Mayor was happy to report that the Fireworks Committee has been very busy raising money not 

only for the display but also to cover the costs of personnel who have to work that event.  Currently the plan is 

for the fireworks to be launched from center field of the girls’ softball field.  

 

Adjournment  

There being no further business, on motion of Councilman Swanson, seconded by Councilwoman 

Carter, the meeting was adjourned at 9:50 pm. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

        ROY A. DUFFIELD 

        City Clerk 

Other Officials Present 

Administrator:  Michael Theokas 

Chief Financial Officer:  Robert Law 

City Clerk:  Roy A. Duffield 

City Engineer:  Paul Brier, Federici & Akin Engineers 

Librarian:  Jean Wipf 

Police:  Chief Reed Merinuk 

Tax Collector:  Lorraine Reeves 

Solicitor:  James Pierson, Esquire 

        

 

    

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 


