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December 10, 2007 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Woodbury held on the 

above date was called to order by President C. Barry E. Sloane at 7:30 p.m..  The meeting was 

held in Council Chambers located at Woodbury City Hall, 33 Delaware Street, Woodbury, N.J..  

The Clerk/Administrator, Thomas B. Bowe, stated that it was a Regular Meeting of the Mayor 

and Woodbury City Council and due notice had been given to both the press and the public by 

reason of a resolution for Regular Meetings adopted January 4, 2007. 

 The Invocation was delivered by  Minister Victor Brown, III. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Riskie, Schreyer, Villari, Brown, Fleming, Louis, Tierney,  President  Sloane and 
Mayor Curtis  

 
Absent: Belko 

 

MINUTES 

 On motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the minutes of 

the meeting of November 26, 2007 were approved as submitted. 

 
PUBLIC 

 On motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the Regular 

Order of Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the Public for Agenda Items Only. 

 Seeing no one, on motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, 

the Public Portion was closed and the Regular Order of Business was resumed. 

 

PRESENTATION BY NEW JERSEY AMERICAN WATER COMPANY 

 President Sloane introduced Nick Divenkas of New Jersey American Water Company, 

who then took the floor. 

 Mr. Divenkas’s purpose for the briefing this evening was just to introduce himself to 

Council because his Company supplies bulk water to the City of Woodbury.  Mr. Divenkas 

advised that there would be a change of ownership in the very near future within the New Jersey 

American Water Company and reassured Council that their service would not be affected; it 

would just be a stockholder change to their parent company RWE. 
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PRESENTATION BY REPRESENTATIVE FROM BETHLEHEM BAPTIST CHURCH 

 Councilwoman Brown introduced Mr. Bernard King, Chairman Trustee of Bethlehem 

Baptist Church in Woodbury who was here tonight to present an award to the Woodbury Police 

Department for their quick action to help retrieve the bell that was taken from their church 

grounds. 

 Councilwoman Brown also acknowledged the Woodbury Fire Department. 

 

ORDINANCES 
 
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 
 
ORDINANCE #2063-07 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF 
WOODBURY TO ENTER INTO A TAX ABATEMENT AGREEMENT WITH 
SECURITY MORTGAGE INVESTMENT COMPANY WITH RESPECT TO BLOCK 
120, LOT 19.01 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled ordinance for final adoption. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilman Louis, the ordinance was 

ordered opened for public hearing. 

 Anthony Chiesa, 36 Rugby Place, came forward to inquire if there was a figure relating 

to this situation.  Councilman Louis responded there was not. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the public 

hearing was ordered closed. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the ordinance 

was passed on second and final reading by a roll call vote. 

 Ayes  8 
 Nays  0 
 Absent  1 Belko 
 
ORDINANCE #2064-07 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF 
WOODBURY TO ENTER INTO A TAX ABATEMENT AGREEMENT WITH 
EVERGREEN PROPERTY HOLDINGS, LLC REGARDING BLOCK 140, LOT 2 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled ordinance for final adoption. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 
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 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the ordinance 

was ordered opened for public hearing. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the public 

hearing was ordered closed. 

 Councilman Louis stated that this would be the same situation as the previous ordinance.

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the ordinance 

was passed on second and final reading by a roll call vote.  

 Ayes  8 
 Nays  0 
 Absent  1 Belko 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
ORDINANCE #2065-07 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY 
AMENDING CHAPTERS 20-2 AND 20-3 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
WOODBURY 
 
 Councilman Louis presented the above-entitled ordinance. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilman Fleming, the ordinance was 

passed on first reading, to be advertised according to law, come up for second reading, public 

hearing and final passage at the next regular meeting of Council on December 27, 2007. 

 Mayor Curtis explained that this ordinance came about after a meeting where some issues 

were brought up due to some members who either moved out of the area creating several 

vacancies and each time a special meeting had to be called to re-elect officers.  These changes 

were addressed in this ordinance and will resolve these vacancy situations when they occur. 

 
ORDINANCE #2066-07 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY 
AMENDING CHAPTER 100, HANDICAPPED PARKING, SECTION 100-3 
 
 Councilman Louis presented the above ordinance. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilman Fleming, the ordinance was 

passed on first reading, to be advertised according to law, come up for second reading, public 

hearing and final passage 

RESOLUTIONS 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 



 4

RESOLUTION #07-185 – RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING DATE FOR 
REORGANIZATION MEETING FOR 2008 OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF WOODBURY 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

RESOLUTION #07-187 – RESOLUTION TO REIMBURSE TAX PAYMENT (RE: 33 
HESS AVENUE, BLOCK 90, LOT 22) 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

 
VOUCHERS 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilman Louis, the vouchers as 

presented were authorized paid. 

 
 Councilman Fleming advised that proposals were received from various vendors for the 

Redevelopment of the Downtown District and also for the Land Use and Zoning Modifications. 

The proposals will be reviewed and a recommendation will be made in the very near future. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
  
APPLICATION FOR A RAFFLE LICENSE 
 
 Councilman Louis presented a raffle application from the American Legion Post #133.  

Seeing everything in order, on motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman 

Tierney, the application was approved as submitted. 

 
PUBLIC WORKS 
 
RESOLUTION #07-188 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF CONTRACT 
REGARDING WATER METERS TO DELTA ENGINEERING SALES, LLC 
 
 Councilman Riskie presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 
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 Councilman Louis inquired why this bid was not awarded to the lowest bidder. 

 Councilman Riskie explained that the lowest bidder was not in compliance with what the 

specifications called for. 

 Councilman Fleming explained further why this was not awarded to the lowest bidder 

and Mr. Pierson, City Esquire went into further detail. 

 On motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

RESOLUTION #07-190 – RESOLUTION FOR INTERLOCAL SERVICES 
AGREEMENT BY AND AMONG WEST DEPTFORD TOWNSHIP HOST ENTITY 
GCIA, COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER AND CITY OF WOODBURY (USER ENTITY) 
FOR THE OPERATION, MAINTENANCE AND USE OF A DEICER STORAGE 
FACILITY AND DEICER MATERIAL 
 
 Councilman Riskie presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 Councilman Louis had some questions regarding this process. 

 Councilman Fleming explained how this County service would be of benefit to the City 

and how the breakdown of the expense would be applied to the City rather than the City 

providing their own supply of salt as in the past. 

 On motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 Councilman Villari advised that he just received today the updated business district list 

and has not contacted them to find out if they would be interested in pursuing a grant application 

for the downtown area. 

 Councilman Fleming advised that he attended the light rail public meeting and gave a 

brief explanation of how he thought the meeting went. 

 Mayor Curtis stated that at the Deptford Meeting the subject was discussed differently 

than at the Gloucester Meeting. The main objection from the towns who are against the light rail 

is the increased traffic that their town would be exposed to. 

 Councilman Louis inquired if there was any explanation given to the costs of the three 

options being considered. 
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 Mayor Curtis stated that the two options that were cheaper were  because there would be 

less development required along the existing access to the locations; however the higher cost 

option would be the most feasible because of projected development that is being planned for the 

future of the County. 

 Councilwoman Tierney stated for those individuals who were not able to attend any of 

the public meetings there is a web site www.why.patco.org or DRPA’s web site for more 

information. 

 Councilman Riskie continued with the conversation stating that this project is  probably 

not going to start for several years.  Councilman Riskie stated that when he attended the original 

meeting some years ago many people were in total opposition of the project; since that time more 

people are coming around to thinking differently and seeing the benefits. 

 Councilwoman Schreyer implored the public to express their opinions in favor of the 

light rail. 

 

PERSONNEL 

 Councilman Riskie stated that the Personnel Committee have reviewed the evaluation 

forms and will have each committee member review their committees and will get together to 

discuss their opinions of the evaluations.  A meeting is scheduled on December 17th at 7:00 PM 

at Councilman Riskie’s home with the Personnel Committee,  and the President of Council. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

 Councilwoman Schreyer stated that the State of New Jersey is encouraging residents to 

check their homes for radon suggesting that residents  take the time to do this for their own 

safety. 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
RESOLUTION #07-186 – RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION #07-172 
AUTHORIZING THE USE OF NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
FUNDS FOR BLOCK 114, LOT 41 A/K/A 84 HOPKINS STREET 
 
 Councilwoman Brown presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the 

resolution was adopted by a voice vote. 

http://www.why.patco.org/
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RESOLUTION #07-189 – RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTIONS #07-138 AND 
#07-175 AUTHORIZING  THE USE OF NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION 
PROGRAM FUNDS FOR BLOCK 102, LOT 2 A/K/A 45 NELSON AVENUE 
 
 Councilwoman Brown presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the 

resolution was adopted by a voice vote. 

 

 Councilwoman Brown asked for everyone’s prayers for the father of Victor Brown who 

is currently hospitalized after being hit by a car recently and is having some complications. 

 
GREEN ACRES 
 
 Councilwoman Schreyer advised that Tom Dukelow is seeking anyone’s help to get the 

football fields in playing order for next season with grass. 

 

 Councilwoman Tierney thanked Lee Weatherby and the Woodbury Merchants for 

organizing the Santa Parade last Friday night. 

 

MAYOR CURTIS 

 Mayor Curtis thanked Councilwomen Schreyer, Tierney and Councilman Riskie for 

attending the Tree Lighting and Santa Parade on Friday.  The Mayor reminded everyone that this 

will continue every Friday night for different activities until Christmas.  The Mayor also thanked 

Main Street and Mr. Weatherby for putting the entire event together. 

 The Mayor also advised that he recently attended the Banker/Lawyer/Debtors Luncheon 

which had been an annual event recently re-established through the efforts of William 

McGuinness.  This year’s event benefited the Woodbury Alumni Association and also was a  

fund raiser for Toys for Tots sponsored by the Marine Corps League.  The Woodbury Traveling 

Choir did a wonderful job entertaining the crowd and Mr. Belamonte was the MC along with Big 

Daddy Gram from the radio station 610, a sports channel. 

 

 Mayor Curtis advised that the Anti-Crime Meeting scheduled by the Prosecutors Office 

for December 21st has been rescheduled to January 18, 2008. 
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 Finally, the Mayor wished everyone a Happy Holiday. 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR 

 Mr. Bowe, Clerk/Administrator reminded everyone that the next and last meeting of this 

year would be Thursday, December 27, 2007. 

 Mr. Bowe then explained about a boiler problem City Hall is experiencing and needs 

approval to replace the boiler as soon as possible.  Councilman Fleming had  become involved 

with checking the equipment out.    

 James Pierson, Esq. explained the legal procedures under the Local Public Contracts Law 

when such an emergency occurs. 

Councilman Fleming explained that in his opinion the recommended pressure for this 

particular boiler was never sufficient and over the years many of the internal parts have become 

rusted.  Also, a mechanical engineer was called in to also look at the situation and in his opinion 

he suggested that two boilers be installed of smaller  size;  if one should go down then the other 

would pick up the slack rather than what is occurring now. 

 Mayor Curtis stated that he has known of the boiler problem from  as early as when it 

was first installed. 

 On motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, it was 

authorized to go out to receive quotes and choose a contractor to replace or repair the boiler as 

needed. 

 

PUBLIC 

 
 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the Regular Order 

of Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the Public for Non-Agenda Items. 

 Stephanie Jones, 140 Spring Street, came forward to inquire as to what the status of the 

Recycling Program that has been discussed here at many of the Council Meetings. 

 Councilman Fleming advised that the City was still looking into the program closely. 

Because of the cost factor, we want to make sure we are making the right decision. 

 President Sloane reiterated the expenses involved and the City is not avoiding making a 

decision, we just want to make sure the program we choose is the best one for the City. 

 Mayor Curtis advised that the City of Woodbury has been recycling since 1980 and was  

the first municipality to recycle. 
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 On another matter, Ms. Jones  asked who was in charge of the midget football 

cheerleading program, that she thought was poorly run. 

 President Sloane stated that that program is a private organization. 

 

 Anthony Chiesa, 36 Rugby Place, asked about the leaf collection pick-up and  what is the 

schedule for his leaves to be picked up. 

 Mayor Curtis stated that one week prior a notice will go up on the poles in each 

neighborhood advising that pick up will be for the following week.  However, sometimes there is 

a slight delay due to weather conditions.  When that occurs the Mayor suggested calling Public 

Works directly and inquiring when they plan to be in the neighborhood. 

 

 Hugh Victor Brown came forward to thank Council for looking into certain problems that 

he had brought to Council’s attention.  One of the things was the safety issues at the corner 

where his father was hit.  Another issue he has is the question of the light rail subject and he  

would not want to see someone come in and take away some of the properties in the 

neighborhood along the rail line using eminent domain. 

 Mayor Curtis reassured Mr. Browne that the eminent domain topic has come up during 

the public meetings he has attended and the State is reassuring everyone that it is not their 

attention to take properties and residents will be effected minimally under eminent domain. 

 Seeing no one else, on motion of  Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilwoman 

Schreyer, the Public Portion was closed and the Regular Order of Business was resumed. 

 

 President Sloane wished everyone a Happy Holiday and a Merry Christmas. 

 There being no further business, on motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by 

Councilwoman Schreyer, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

 

 

 

       ___________________________________ 
       THOMAS B. BOWE 
       Clerk/Administrator 
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OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT 
Chief Financial Officer:  Robert Law 
Emergency Mgmt. Coordinator:  Lieutenant Cope 
Librarian:  Jean Wipf 
Police Chief:  Reed Merinuk 
Solicitor:  James Pierson, Esq. 
Public Works:  Bill Lynch 


