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September 24, 2007 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Woodbury held on the 

above date was called to order by President C. Barry E. Sloane at 7:30 p.m..  The meeting was 

held in Council Chambers located at Woodbury City Hall, 33 Delaware Street, Woodbury, N.J..  

The Clerk/Administrator, Thomas B. Bowe, stated that it was a Regular Meeting of the Mayor 

and Woodbury City Council and due notice had been given to both the press and the public by 

reason of a resolution for Regular Meetings adopted January 4, 2007. 

 President Sloane requested a Moment of Silence. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Riskie, Schreyer, Villari, Louis, Tierney, Belko, President Sloane, and Mayor 
Curtis 

 
Absent: Brown and Fleming 

 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
 President Sloane stated that Resolution #07-160 entitled “Resolution Requesting NJDOT 

to Implement the Maintenance Recommendations Summarized on Pages 25 to 27 of the NJDOT 

Route 45 Traffic Saturday of May, 2006” will not presented this evening. 

 

MINUTES 

 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilman Riskie, the minutes of 

September 10, 2007 were approved as submitted. 

 

PUBLIC 

 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilman Louis, the Regular Order 

of Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the Public for Agenda Items Only. 

 Dave Jenkins, 345 Glover Street, referencing Ordinance #2057-07 “An Ordinance 

Amending Chapter 190, Section 38 Schedule VIII: Stop Intersections” came forward to say he 

was in favor of some type of solution to the ongoing problems of traffic accidents in his area. 

 Stephanie Jones, 140 Spring Street, also came forward regarding the same issue being 

familiar with the accidents Mr. Jenkins just mentioned, but wanted to make the fact known that 
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the person involved in the accident went directly through the stop sign and never stopped as this 

individual works in the area and knows the streetscape very well, he was totally at fault. 

 Seeing no one else, on motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman 

Schreyer, the Pubic Portion was closed and the Regular Order of Business was resumed. 

OLD BUSINESS 

ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE #2057 -07 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 190, SECTION 38 
SCHEDULE VIII: STOP INTERSECTIONS 
 
 Councilman Villari presented the above-entitled ordinance for final adoption. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded  by Councilman Riskie, the ordinance was 

ordered opened for public hearing. 

 Tom Mirochna, 250 Briar Hill Lane, came forward to express his concern over the noise 

that may occur if the signs are erected at the corner of Delaware and Columbia Streets. 

 Mayor Curtis advised Mr. Mirochna that either way Council decides is going to make 

someone unhappy.  Currently the residents complain that there is noise because this area is a 

school crossing corner, but we have to start somewhere for safety issues, especially the Delaware 

Street corridor. 

 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the public 

hearing was ordered closed. 

 Councilwoman Tierney inquired if Council would consider removing the intersection of 

Delaware and Columbia Streets as well because she is concerned that this area is a school 

crossing corner. 

 Councilman Belko also had some concerns at that intersection having a four-way stop 

sign and agreed with Mr. Mirochna’s comments about more police visibility instead.  

 President Sloane reminded everyone that to amend this ordinance may further delay the 

implementation of the stop signs being put in place. 

 Councilman Schreyer inquired if any other residents have objected to the location of the 

signs because of the noise. 

 Councilwoman Tierney stated she only knew of the person who objected before at 

another meeting. 
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 Mr. Pierson, the City Solicitor, suggested that we move forward with the adoption of this 

ordinance and that Council verbally approve the lst reading of another ordinance that would 

include the changes being discussed this evening.  Therefore, the signs could be installed at the 

locations that were included in the original ordinance, and the other ordinance would not be 

addressed until the October 22nd meeting. 

 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the ordinance 

was adopted by a roll call vote. 

 Ayes  7 Riskie, Schreyer, Villari, Louis, Tierney, Belko, President Sloane 

 Nays  0 

 Absent  2 Brown, Fleming 

 

ORDINANCE #2059-07 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 190, SECTION 
SCHEDULE VIII: STOP INTERSECTION (Delaware & Columbia Streets) 
 
 Councilman Villari presented the above-entitled ordinance. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 On motion of Councilman Belko, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the ordinance 

was passed on first reading, to be advertised according to law, come up for second reading, 

public hearing and final passage at the next regular meeting of Council on October 22, 2007. 

 Councilwoman Tierney inquired if the stop signs would be installed prior to the next 

meeting. 

  Mike Walsh, Public Works Manager, stated the project would take some time and would 

not be completed by the next meeting. 

 

ORDINANCE #2058-07 – AN ORDINANCE TO FIX AND ESTABLISH SALARIES AND 
RATE OF COMPENSATION ON THE VARIOUS OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF 
THE CITY OF WOODBURY IN THE COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, AND TO 
PROVIDE THE MANNER OF PAYMENT THEREOF AND REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT HEREWITH 
 
 Councilman Villari presented the above-entitled ordinance. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilman Riskie, the ordinance was 

ordered opened for public hearing. 
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 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilman Riskie, the public hearing 

was ordered closed. 

 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the ordinance 

was passed on second and final reading by a roll call vote. 

 Ayes  7 Riskie, Schreyer, Villari, Louis, Tierney, Belko, President Sloane 

 Nays  0 

 Absent  2 Brown, Fleming 

 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
RESOLUTION #07-155 – RESOLUTION TO REIMBURSE TAX PAYMENT (BLOCK 
125, LOT 21 – 674 N. BROAD STREET) 
 
 Councilman Villari presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #07-156 – RESOLUTION TO REIMBURSE TAX PAYMENT (BLOCK 
57, LOT 6 – 414 MORRIS STREET AND BLOCK 89, LOT 12-27 CHESTNUT STREET) 
 
 Councilman Villari presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

 

RESOLUTION #07-157 – RESOLUTION TO CANCEL OLD OUTSTANDING CHECKS 

 Councilman Villari presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 Councilwoman Tierney inquired if the checks were sent to wrong addresses or why they 

would still be outstanding. 

 There was some conversation about why these checks were not cashed and how others 

were reissued.   Mr. Law advised that after a six month period of time has elapsed, on the advice 

of the Auditor, we have been instructed to take this action. 
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 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #07-161– A RESOLUTION REQUESTING NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (NJDOT) TO PERFORM A FULL CONCEPT 
DEVELOPMENT STUDY OF ROUTE 45 FROM A POINT NORTH OF RED BANK 
AVENUE TO A POINT SOUTH OF EVERGREEN AVENUE 
 
 Councilman Villari presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 Mayor Curtis explained why the City was not requesting that a full study be performed 

since the previous study only was for the business district.  It was suggested that a full study now 

be preformed to include an area which would go beyond the business district. 

 President Sloane continued by advising when the original study was done it was done 

based on current traffic conditions and now we need to look at future traffic conditions which 

would make a difference in the final outcome. 

 Councilman Belko inquired why then if we were expanding the study we did not include 

up to Hessian Avenue. 

 President Sloane responded that they left the decision of the boundary area with  the 

discretion of NJDOT so not to further delay the study. 

 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

 

 Councilman Villari requested that in response to the Planning/Zoning Board resolutions 

previously discussed he would request the release of the RFP’s for land usage moved forward. 

 President Sloane went into more detail to explain that this merely means that Council is 

requesting that the City reach out to get quotes from vendors on what it would cost the City to 

have a firm review all land use ordinances and make a recommendation on what if any changes 

should be accomplished. 

 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the request was 

granted to proceed with the request to obtain a fee by reaching out to firms who do this type of 

work. 

 

VOUCHERS 
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 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the voucher list 

as presented was authorized paid. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
RESOLUTION #07-158 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PERSON-TO-PERSON 
AND PLACE-TO-PLACE TRANSFER OF LIQUOR LICENSE #0822-33-002-007 FROM 
BARRY J. LUKENS TO BJL BLUE POINT, INC. 
 
 Mr. James Pierson, City Solicitor, stated that he would request this resolution not be 

presented as scheduled since he has not received a clearance certificate from the licensee. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the resolution 

was ordered tabled until the Council meeting of October 22, 2007 upon such time when all 

paperwork may be received. 

 
RESOLUTION #07-159 – RESOLUTION APPOINTING FIRE OFFICIAL FOR THE 
CITY OF WOODBURY (Joseph Buono) 
 
 Councilman Louis presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilman Riskie, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 

RAFFLE APPLICATION 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the raffle 

application from Beth Israel Synagogue as presented was approved. 

 

PERSONNEL 

 Councilman Riskie reiterated his remarks from the last Council Meeting advising that the 

Evaluation Forms will be ready by the end of October. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

 Councilwoman Schreyer advised everyone that this would be a good time for anyone to 

purchase the energy saving light bulbs as declared by the NJ Energy Department in a recent 

notice she received. 
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 Mr. Pierson, City Solicitor, spoke about the Polsky’s situation and their intended appeal 

before Council on the ruling handed down by the Planning/Zoning Board pertaining to their 

property.  Mr. Pierson stated that he is advising Council that they have no jurisdiction over the 

land use laws and should advise Mr. Lupow in writing of such. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the City Clerk 

was instructed to advise Mr. Lupow in writing of the proper procedures. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC WORKS 

 Councilman Belko inquired if Council could look into entering into some type of pilot 

program with the county regarding all of the properties they own that are not bringing in any tax 

revenues to the City.  Unfortunately, the City’s tax base is in need of some assistance and he is 

suggesting that the Tax Assessor do some research and come up with a figure on just how much 

the City could be receiving if these same properties were being assessed at a commercial rate. 

 President Sloane responded that he did not feel this was the appropriate time to discuss 

that type of subject matter, especially since everything the City and County has recently 

experienced with the on-going garage topic.  The County is now agreeing to cooperate with Main 

Street and an Economic Development plan at their expense, both of these two items would be of 

considerable expense if the City was going to undertake them. 

 The City Solicitor, James Pierson, advised Councilman Belko that there are still pilot 

agreements being discussed. 

 Councilman Belko stated that he would still like to see the study completed. 

 President Sloane stated that before we agree to something let’s look at the hospital 

situation as well, not just the County buildings. 

 Councilman Belko stated that there is a difference, but he has no problem with including 

the hospital in the study. 

 President Sloane stated that if this governing body intends to do such a study, to keep in 

mind to do it across the board, not limit it to just County buildings.  President Sloane continued 

by saying that there is probably no one on Council  who believes there should be some type of 

reimbursement established, but we should proceed very carefully under the Solicitor’s guidance. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
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 Councilwoman Schreyer inquired if the Verizon lot has been included in the 

Redevelopment Zone Area. 

 Mr. James Pierson, City Solicitor, responded that it was. 

  Councilwoman Tierney asked if we could add the Antique Store to the Redevelopment 

Area. 

 President Sloane advised that a resolution was recently passed before the 

Planning/Zoning Board to look into including the  Antique Store to the Redevelopment Zone. 

  

MAYOR CURTIS 

 Mayor Curtis reminded everyone that the parade will be Saturday, October 6, 2007 with 

the theme being “Hometown Heroes”.  The Craft Fair will be held the following Saturday on 

October 13, 2007; the change is at the request of the crafters because of a conflict when they 

schedule their events, hopefully with more crafters participating, it will bring more people to the 

downtown area. 

 Mayor Curtis stated that Ceremonial Breaking of the Ground for the Soccer Fields will 

take place Wednesday, October 3rd at 2:00 pm. 

 The Mayor also thanked Council for adopting the recent four-way stop sign ordinance to 

help make our areas and streets safer for everyone. 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR 

 Mr. Bowe advised that the 2007 Election Risk Seminar is being held on December 10th, 

which is also the same evening as a Council Meeting. 

  Mayor Curtis advised that there is another Seminar schedule in Collingswood on another 

date. 

 President Sloane stated he would reach out to get more  information and forward to 

Council members so they did not have to miss a Council Meeting. 

 Mr. Bowe invited Mr. Wilkinson, City Engineer, to respond to any questions Council had 

regarding the Engineer’s Report. 

 Mr. Wilkinson advised that the Woodbury Soccer Project is underway and everything is 

running well and the Ground Breaking should occur on October 3rd as planned. 

 Mr. Wilkinson explained that he is currently preparing the Green Acres Application for 

next year.  He then listed several projects that would qualify under that program. 
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 Councilman Belko inquired where the Reservoir fits into the picture.  Mr. Wilkinson 

stated that Council must consider what they want to do with the 2008 Trust Fund Monies set 

aside for such projects.  If interested we must apply soon. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT 

 President Sloane acknowledged receipt of the Treasurer Report which was approved as 

submitted. 

 

PUBLIC 

 On motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the Regular 

Order of Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the Public. 

 Virginia Laag, 33 Hess Avenue, came forward to discuss her property  which she 

indicated was being assessed for the last 28 years based on having a basement and a finished 2nd 

floor, of which she has neither.  Mrs. Laag is here tonight at the advice of the Tax Assessor to try 

to receive some type of reimbursement for all those years and was advised that Council’s 

approval was necessary.  

 Mr. Duffield stated that he advised Mrs. Laag she had to file a tax appeal for her 2007 

taxes; however when he reviewed her property he also found that there were items she was not 

being assessed for and he made those adjustments.  Mr. Duffield stated that it is the 

homeowner’s responsibility to review their property tax value when they receive it and it is their 

responsibility to notify the tax office of any changes or objections.  Mr. Duffield continued by 

advising that when he was notified by Mrs. Laag he made the corrections immediately.  Mr. 

Duffield does not feel that it is the City’s responsibility to grant her request. 

 President Sloane assured Mrs. Laag that Council will look at this matter and discuss with 

Mr. Duffield what can be done within the legal guidelines. 

 Mayor Curtis stated that Council would have to get legal council and when a decision is 

made a resolution would have to be adopted so this matter cannot be resolved tonight. 

  

 Stephanie Jones, 140 Spring Street, came forward to inquire about the Children’s Garden 

that is being considered. 

 Mayor Curtis stated that he has talked to Jean Wipf and she advised that the original 

location in the parking lot was not an acceptable location in her opinion. 
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 Jean Wipf, the Librarian, came forward to explain why she thought the location site was 

not in the best interest of the City.  Mrs. Wipf started by saying that first and foremost there is  

concern  for the children’s safety, also there is no water supply available. 

 Councilman Louis stated that he heard that the Woodbury Rotary Women’s Club was 

thinking of doing something in the way of a garden also. 

 Ms. Jones then inquired about the Pizza Shop that is planning to open on S. Broad Street 

and if it is planning to open soon. 

 President Sloane stated that Council is just as concerned about the opening. 

 Mayor Curtis stated that the property owner is spending a large amount of money to 

rehab the property and cannot understand himself why he is not moving quicker. 

 Ms. Jones asked what happened with the Recycling Program that was discussed several 

weeks ago. 

 President Sloane stated that Council has made several attempts to look into a recycling 

program and up until now all the research that has been done would require the City to put out 

too much money to get involved  which would  extend those costs to the taxpayer; this is not the 

direction Council would like to go. 

 Councilman Belko stated that several weeks ago he along with our Water & Sewer 

Personnel met with a recycling company and in his opinion they would also be too expensive for 

the City.  Councilman Belko went into more detail about other communities who have entered 

into a program and all are putting out more money than Woodbury can. 

 In conclusion Ms. Jones wanted to compliment Woodbury for the recent Auto Show that 

was recently held stating it was fantastic.  Then Ms. Jones discussed a news article the following 

day in the newspaper where the reporter blasted the deploring conditions along Broad Street. 

 Mayor Curtis commented on the condition of the Chinese Restaurant stating that this is 

one property that is currently being addressed.  As far as the other vacant properties they are 

individually owned and Council is doing their part in trying to encourage the property owners to 

either clean up their buildings, but it is a slow process. 

 Ms. Jones finalized her comments by stating the City puts so much effort into running 

various events to get the people out to shop Woodbury, but there are no stores to shop at, there 

are only vacant buildings. 

 As no one else desired to address Council, on motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by 

Councilwoman Tierney, the floor was closed and the Regular Order of Business was resumed. 
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 There being no other business, on motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by 

Councilman Louis the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM. 

 

 

 

      _______________________________________ 
      THOMAS B. BOWE 
      Clerk/Administrator 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT 
Assessor:  Roy Duffield 
Deputy City Clerk:  Gail R. Scheffler 
Emergency Mgmt Coordinator:  Lieutenant Steve Cope 
Librarian:  Jean Wipf 
Solicitor:  James Pierson, Esq. 
City Engineer:  Ted Wilkinson, PE 
 


