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June 25, 2007 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Woodbury held on the 

above date was called to order by President C. Barry E. Sloane at 7:30 p.m..  The meeting was 

held in Council Chambers located at Woodbury City Hall, 33 Delaware Street, Woodbury, N.J..  

The Clerk/Administrator, Thomas B. Bowe, stated that it was a Regular Meeting of the Mayor 

and Woodbury City Council and due notice had been given to both the press and the public by 

reason of a resolution for Regular Meetings adopted January 4, 2007. 

 The Invocation was delivered by the Reverend Joseph Coles, Associate Pastor – 

Bethlehem Baptist Church. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Riskie, Schreyer, Villari, Brown, Tierney, President Sloane and Mayor Curtis 
 
Absent:  Fleming, Louis, Belko 

 

CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

 A presentation by Virginia Horn regarding the Neighborhood Preservation Program will  

be held in the beginning of the meeting. 

 Mr. Brian Wolfsonn, from Tricon will also give a presentation regarding off-street  

parking on E. Centre Street. 

 

MINUTES 

 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilman Villari, the minutes of  

the meeting of June 11, 2007 were approved as submitted. 

 

PUBLIC 

 On motion of Councilwoman Schreyer, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the Regular 

 Order of Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the Public for Agenda Item Items 

Only. 

 Seeing no one, on motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilwoman  

Schreyer, the Public Portion was closed and the Regular Order of Business was resumed. 
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PRESENTATION FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

 Mrs. Virginia Horn, Director of the Preservation Program conducted a public hearing to  

announce at the beginning of the new year what programs will be funded through the program. 

 Mrs. Horn advised that without the help of Councilwoman Brown, who Chairs this  

program and Tom Dukelow’s  help in many, many areas of this program would not be the  

success it is today;  so she would like to publicly recognize them. 

Mrs. Horn first addressed the target area by distributing maps and then explained how the 

guidelines must be met prior to the distribution of funds.  Mrs. Horn then detailed further the  

requirements and income levels that would qualify. Mrs. Horn also explained the various  

programs that the homeowner could possible qualify for and how the funding was acquired. 

 Councilwoman Tierney inquired if we reach out to as many people as we possibly  

could to let them know these programs are available. 

 Mrs. Horn stated that yes, they do reach out to all of the people in the target areas 

 advising them of what is available, and that the NPP Resident Organization is also an excellent  

resource to keep their neighbors advised  on what is available through NPP. 

 Councilman Riskie asked if other areas would be added to the targeted area now  

designated.   

 Mrs. Horn stated that the target area was designated when the City applied to DCA for  

the Program.  The neighborhood indicated on the map she distributed is the target area for the  

five years of the program.  At the conclusion of this 5 year program, the City may decide if they 

want to apply to DCA for another target area. 

 

PRESENTATION BY TRICON REPRESENTATION 

 Mr. Brian Wolfsonn who was representing Tricon was hear to discuss the Verizon 

 Parking Lot.  The specific purpose  of  this visit this evening was to further discuss what 

Council’s decision would be on the Verizon parking lot as to what the City is going to do with  

the lot once acquired. The reason he is asking for a decision this evening was because he has  

only 5 days to go back to his client with Council’s decision. 

 Some Council members had some questions which Mr. Wolfsonn answered.  

 In conclusion, President Sloane explained in further detail some of the issues at hand:  

one, the City doesn’t even own the lot yet; and two, potential buyers of the Green Block Building  

have also expressed interest in the same lot.  
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 Mr. Pierson advised that he would have some legal concerns which he would have to  

look into because of the location of the lot being in a “redevelopment zone” versus Mr. 

Wolfsonn’s property not being in the “redevelopment zone”.  Had he known Mr. Wolfsonn was 

coming tonight, he would have looked into this matter more in depth.  However, between tonight 

and the next meeting he certainly will research the matter. 

 Mr. Wolfsonn fully understood Council’s position; however, he just wanted to know  

prior to the next  meeting what Council’s decision might be so that he could relate this to his  

client. 

 President Sloane then requested a motion to proceed with the Solicitor’s investigation of  

further looking into all the concerns. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Schreyer, seconded by Councilman Villari, the City  

Solicitor was authorized to proceed with such action as is necessary to see just what the City’s 

options were regarding the entire matter. 

 President Sloane advised Mr. Wolfsonn that any further questions or inquiries should be  

directed to the City Solicitor prior to the next Council meeting. 

 

ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE  #2053-07 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY 
AMENDING ORDINANCE 190-34 
 
 Councilwoman Schreyer presented the above-entitled ordinance. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Schreyer, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the 

ordinance was opened for public hearing. 

  Gloria Holmes came forward to inquire about the ordinance. 

 Mr. Bowe explained that it would limit parking on Nelson Avenue.   From Mantua Ave. 

to Allens Lane from 8:00 am to midnight  there would be two-hour parking. 

  Sylvia Phillips of Nelson Avenue came forward and read her written objections.  She 

also stated that another resident Greta Jiles of Nelson who could not be present, also was in 

opposition of the proposed changes. 

 Chief Merinuk responded to the remarks made explaining that this was being done 

because of complaints from the residents regarding the car dealer’s employees who are parking 

on residential streets all day long.  Also, the Chief stated that residents would be issued stickers 
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so that they are not obligated to the two hour limit.  This solution was recommended because 

there was a similar problem on High Street and when the Police Dept. issued parking stickers to 

the residents on that street and limited the parking to 2 hours, it significantly reduced the parking 

problems. 

 More dialogue continued regarding the pros and cons as the Nelson Avenue residents did 

not think this was the solution.   

 Chief Merinuk strongly suggested  the parking restrictions because it was the residents 

who came before Council asking for the Police to help.  Ms. Phillips’ objections are definitely in 

the minority. 

 President Sloane discussed a similar situation he had when he lived on Curtis Avenue and 

while he lived there a parking limit restriction was also implemented.  At that time there were 

those residents who also did not believe it would work, but after all was said and done, it actually 

did help alleviate the problem. 

  Councilwoman Brown brought up some concerns regarding the Church and parking. 

 The mother of the original complaint, Mrs. Lewis , stated that she did not ask that this 

type of drastic measure be taken to cause this much upheaval with the residents. 

 In conclusion, it was decided that the ordinance would be tabled, possibly amended; but 

no action would be taken this evening. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the public 

hearing was closed. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilwoman Brown, the ordinance 

was tabled until the next meeting. 

 

ORDINANCE #2054-07 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF 
WOODBURY TO ENTER INTO A TAX ABATEMENT AGREEMENT WITH 
WILLIAMS WOODBURY, LLC WITH RESPECT TO PROPERTY LOCATED AT 335 
S. BROAD STREET A/K/A BLOCK 68, LOT 12 
 
 Councilman Villari presented the above-entitled ordinance. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the ordinance 

was passed on first reading, to be advertised according to law, come up for second reading, 

public hearing and final passage at the next regular meeting of Council on July 9, 2007.  
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RESOLUTIONS 
 
RESOLUTION #07-120 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PERMIT FOR 
FIREWORKS DISPLAY AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A 
CONTRACT WITH PYRO ENGINEERING, INC. FOR THE FOURTH OF JULY 
PUBLIC FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
 

 Councilman Villari presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the resolution  

was adopted by a voice vote. 

RESOLUTION #07-121 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING WAIVER OF PERMIT FEE 
TO THE CITY OF WOODBURY 
 
 Councilman Villari presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

 
VOUCHERS 
 

On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the vouchers as  

 presented were authorized paid. 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

BINGO APPLICATION LICENSE 

 Councilwoman Schreyer presented a bingo application license for Beth Israel Synagogue 

for a 6 month period of time.  On motion of Councilwoman Schreyer, seconded by 

Councilwoman Tierney the application was approved as submitted. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

RESOLUTION #07-119 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE 
AGREEMENT WITH WARNOCK AUTOMOTIVE INC. FOR ONE 2007 OR NEWER 
DODGE DURANGO 
 
 Councilman Riskie presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 
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RESOLUTION #07-122 – RESOLUTION APPOINTING FOREMAN FOR THE CITY 
OF WOODBURY PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (William Lynch) 
 
 Councilman Riskie presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

 Councilwoman Brown inquired who previously held the position. 

 President Sloane advised that it was a new position. 

 Mr. Bowe introduced William Lynch who was present in the audience. 

 

RESOLUTION #07-68 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE AGREEMENT 
WITH PRINCETON NASSAU/CONOVER FORD FOR ONE 2008 F350 UTILITY 
TRUCK 
 
 Councilman Riskie presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

 

PERSONNEL 

 Councilman Riskie stated that he is still working on the deadline of July 23, 2007 to have 

all the job descriptions available. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

 Councilwoman Schreyer reminded everyone that the Annual Fourth of July Fireworks 

Display will be held at 6:30 PM at Frances Avenue, with a raindate of  Saturday July 7, 2007. 

 Councilwoman Schreyer advised that she has been discussing a bike trail with the City 

Engineer and has also been advised that grant money is available to accomplish this project.  She 

then invited Mr. Wilkinson to go into further detail. 

 Mr. Wilkinson advised where the trail would start and stop and then fielded some 

questions. 

 Councilwoman Schreyer inquired about a bill for $9500 for taking down a tree.  Mr. 

Dukelow advised that the bill was for several trees during the recent storm. 



 7

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
 Councilwoman Brown thanked Virginia Horn for her very informative briefing of the 

Neighborhood Preservation Program. 

 
RESOLUTION #07-118 – RESOLUTION APPROVING NEIGHBORHOOD 
PRESERVATION PROGRAM YEAR 3 WORK PLAN 
 
 Councilwoman Brown presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the 

resolution was adopted by a voice vote. 

  

MAYOR CURTIS 

 Mayor Curtis recognized the closing of St. Patrick’s School which has been in existence 

since 1944.  Surely this is a landmark that will be missed.  The building will remain and the 

Church is looking at leasing out the property to another private school. 

 The Mayor advised that the City will be appearing before the Deptford Planning Board 

on July 11th to continue our talks about the soccer fields.  Mayor Curtis then went into a little 

more detail about the things we want to do at that location. 

 

CITY CLERK 

 Mr. Bowe welcomed the engineer to answer any questions regarding his monthly report. 

 Mr. Wilkinson first wanted to advise Council on two old wells that had been closed in the 

1960’s.  After researching, Mr. Wilkinson stated that there were no requirements back then to 

officially abandon a well; this was discovered after looking through files that were forty years 

old.  At the time McFarland Johnson, the City Engineer, was just ordered to seal the wells. 

 On motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the Solicitor was 

authorized to draw up a resolution authorizing the engineer to re-commission the opening of 

Wells and one and two. 

 Councilwoman Schreyer wanted to know the status of our Reservoir in Woodbury 

Heights. 

 Mr. Wilkinson stated that there has been no communication at all. 
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 The Engineer stated that the City could go out for state aid for the Delaware Street 

resurfacing project. 

 

PUBLIC 

 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilman Riskie, the Regular 

Order of Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the Public for Non-agenda Items. 

 Cynthia Russell, 66 Hopkins Street, came forward to discuss how hard the neighbors 

have worked to get Hopkins Street back into shape; however, lately there has been some 

problems with loitering especially since school has let out for the summer.  Ms. Russell is here 

tonight to ask Council to enforce the noise/loitering ordinance. 

 Chief Merinuk responded that he is aware there are some issues in that area and will see 

that an officer is dispatched whenever they receive a call for that area. 

 Ms. Russell also inquired about the street cleaning schedule. 

 Rich Leidy, Supervisor of Water and Sewer, stated that he would look into devising a 

schedule, at the moment there is none. 

 Councilwoman Brown complimented Ms. Russell for all her hard work in getting the 

word out to the residents in her area whether it be about ordinances or just keeping herself 

involved. 

 Ms. Russell said she would like to thank Mrs. Virginia Horn who has been a great source 

of information by the various pamphlets she prepares to let people know what is available to 

them. 

 

 Gloria Holmes, 19 Nelson Avenue, inquired again about what is being done about the 

crosswalk she requested at a previous meeting. 

 President Sloane stated that the Police Department is still talking to the State and it is not 

something that is going to happen overnight. 

 There being no further business, on motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by 

Councilwoman Schreyer, the Public Portion was closed and the Regular Order of Business was 

resumed. 

 There being no further business, on motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by 

Councilwoman Tierney, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
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        _______________________________ 
       THOMAS B. BOWE 
       Clerk/Administrator 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT 
Chief Financial Officer:  Robert Law 
City Engineer:  Ted Wilkinson 
Librarian:  Jean Wipf 
NPP:  Virginia Horn, Coordinator 
Police:  Chief Merinuk 
Public Works:  Rich Leidy, Tom Dukelow, Bill Lyncgh      
  

 


