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May 29, 2007 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Woodbury held on the 

above date was called to order by President C. Barry E. Sloane at 7:30 p.m..  The meeting was 

held in Council Chambers located at Woodbury City Hall, 33 Delaware Street, Woodbury, N.J..  

The Clerk/Administrator, Thomas B. Bowe, stated that it was a Regular Meeting of the Mayor 

and Woodbury City Council and due notice had been given to both the press and the public by 

reason of a resolution for Regular Meetings adopted January 4, 2007. 

 The Invocation was delivered by Elder Samuel Jackson of New Life in Christ Ministries, 

Inc.. 

 President Sloane recognized the passing of one of the City’s bus drivers, Scotty Greene, 

and asked everyone to remember him in their prayers.  

 Tonight’s meeting involved the participation of Woodbury High School Students in a 

program called “Students in Government”; listed below are the students and the positions they 

will be representing this evening: 

  

STUDENT   REPRESENTING CITY OFFICIAL 

 Julie DiCarlo   Mayor Curtis 
 Lucy Gassner    President Sloane 
 Laura Lonabaugh  Thomas B. Bowe 
 Joseph Rhodes   Councilman Fleming 
 Caitlyn Pipolo   Councilman Belko 
 Anthony Pipolo  Councilwoman Schreyer 
 Dale Davis   Councilman Villari 
 Dave Carl   Councilwoman Brown 
 
 
ROLL CALL 

Present: Riskie, Schreyer, Villari, Brown, Fleming, Louis, Tierney,  Belko,  President  
Sloane and Mayor Curtis 

 
Absent: No One 

 

MINUTES 

  On motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by Councilman Louis, the minutes of the 

meeting of May 14, 2007, were approved as submitted. 
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PUBLIC 

 On motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the Regular 

Order of Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the public for Non-Agenda Items 

Only. 

 As no one desired to address Council, on motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by 

Councilwoman Tierney, the Public Portion was closed and the Regular Order of Business was 

resumed. 

 

ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE #2050-07 – BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION 
OF VARIOUS PIECES OF EQUIPMENT AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF VARIOUS 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY OF WOODBURY, COUNTY OF 
GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $805,100 
THEREFOR; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS 
OR BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY, COUNTY OF 
GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF UP 
TO $764,845; MAKING CERTAIN DETERMINATIONS AND COVENANTS; AND 
AUTHORIZING CERTAIN RELATED ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
FOREGOING 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled ordinance. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 Councilman Fleming explained why the bond was being reintroduced due to conversation 

which originated by Councilwoman Tierney at a prior meeting pertaining to the purchase of 

police vehicles.  Councilman Fleming indicated that his concern was how any changes might 

Effect our “Extraordinary Aid” request.   After discussing the subject matter again with Mr. Law 

and the State, doing the ordinance the way it is being presented this evening may actually help 

the City by extending the bond ordinance life from 9 years to 11 years and removing the 

purchase of the police vehicles from the ordinance.  The purchase of police vehicles can then be 

inserted into the budget and funded by surplus, thereby not affecting the tax rate.  A resolution 

authorizing this budget amendment is on tonight’s agenda. 

 Councilwoman Tierney stated that she was happy to see Council reconsider and look into 

her suggestions. 

 Councilman Louis inquired why the surplus figure went up instead of down. 

 Mr. Law explained that the increase in the use of surplus was made  on the budget 

amendment resolution #07-106 to fund the purchase of the police vehicles.   Mr. Law also 
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explained another change to the bond ordinances pertaining to the useful life increase to 15 

years, from 5 years as it was listed in the previous bond ordinance defeated last meeting. 

 On motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the ordinance 

was amended to properly reflect the number of hybrid vehicles being purchased for the Public 

Works Department as one (1) not two (2).  

 There was a roll call vote on the amendment. 

 Ayes 9                      Nays   0              Absent   0  

On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the ordinance 

was passed on first reading, to be advertised according to law, come up for second reading, 

public hearing and final passage at the next regular meeting of Council on June 11, 2007 

providing a change be made for the purchase of (1) hybrid vehicle for the Public Works 

Department. 

 

ORDINANCE #2051-07 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY, COUNTY 
OF GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $1,800,000 IN FUNDING FOR 
IMPROVEMENTS TO THE WOODBURY HIGH SCHOOL MUNICIPAL COMPLEX 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled ordinance. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the ordinance 

was passed on first reading, to be advertised according to law, come up for second reading, 

public hearing and final passage at the next regular meeting of Council on June 11, 2007. 

 

ORDINANCE #2052-07 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY 
AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY (BLOCK 119, LOT 8 – 
VERIZON LOT) 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled ordinance. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Brown, the ordinance 

was passed on first reading, to be advertised according to law, come up for second reading, 

public hearing and final passage at the next regular meeting of Council on June 11, 2007. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 
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RESOLUTION #07-103 – RESOLUTION TO REIMBURSE TAX PAYMENT (RE: 
BLOCK 152, LOT 9 – 430 GRISCOM DRIVE) 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #07-106 – BUDGET AMENDMENT RESOLUTION 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 Councilman Fleming stated that this resolution was necessary because of the changes 

made to the Bond Ordinance introduced this evening. 

 Mr. Law advised that he wanted to explain what changes were made.  The first being an 

increase on the use of surplus for the purchase of the police vehicles.  In addition, there were 

several grants and other housekeeping items with revenues and offsetting appropriations.  

Finally, on the Water & Sewer Utility side, we are requesting additional operating expenses, 

increasing the amount to $2 million, to be offset by the increase in revenues from last year’s rate 

increase. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the resolution 

was adopted by a roll call vote. 

Ayes 9 Riskie, Schreyer, Villari, Brown, Fleming, Louis, Tierney, Belko,      
  President Sloane 

 Nays 0 

 

VOUCHERS 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the vouchers 

as presented, listed and certified were authorized paid. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

 Councilman Louis advised that this was not a Public Safety Topic, but he wanted to relay 

a conversation he had with a garden club member recently whereby they expressed an interest in 

placing a plaque in the proposed parking site where the old Elkis Building stood.  The intention 

is to have a piece of ground designated to the Garden Club.   
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 Councilman Louis stated that he promised the Garden Club that he would mention their 

request at a  Council Meeting for Council’s consideration. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

RESOLUTION #07-105 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN 
INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE TOWNSHIP OF DEPTFORD 
 
 Councilman Belko presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 President Sloane commented that when the City went to the Deptford Planning Board 

Meeting to discuss the Soccer Fields the question came up as to who would be responsible for 

maintenance since the property is technically in Deptford.  The resolution presented here tonight 

will resolve that situation and the City of Woodbury will take responsibility for all maintenance, 

and police patrolling. 

 Councilwoman Tierney inquired if the County dispatch was to be made aware that, in an 

emergency, Woodbury would be the first responder at the soccer fields.  She addressed this issue 

because she knew of a problem when another town responded to a situation at the Woodbury 

Little League fields last year. 

 Mayor Curtis stated that because of today’s technology if an emergency were to occur at 

that location, the Woodbury Police would be dispatched immediately with no problem. 

 On motion of Councilman Belko, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

 

 Councilman Belko stated that he would appreciate if the Public Works Committee along 

with the Engineer, Solicitor and the Public Works Director could discuss setting up a meeting to 

go over the Reservoir after tonight’s meeting. 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
RESOLUTION #07-107 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF 
AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE REAL ESTATE (VERIZON LOT) 
  
 Councilman Villari presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 
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 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilwoman Brown, the resolution was 

adopted by a roll call vote. 

 
PERSONNEL 
 
 Councilman Riskie advised a meeting will be held next Wednesday with Mr. Bowe to 

further discuss minimizing the job descriptions as they were first presented. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

 Councilwoman Schreyer stated she attended the last Main Street Meeting and read some 

of  the events that occurred  during that meeting. 

 Mr. Leather who was in the audience reminded everyone about the Annual Block Party 

would be held this Sunday. 

 Councilwoman Tierney who was also in attendance at that meeting, mentioned a 

presentation made by Jeff Bueler, the coordinator of Main Street New Jersey, who remains 

positive concerning the potential of Woodbury’s downtown. 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

RESOLUTION #07-102 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE USE OF 
NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION PROGRAM FUNDS FOR BLOCK 116 LOT 12 
A/K/A 83 HOPKINS STREET 
 
 Councilwoman Brown presented the above entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilman Belko, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 

RESOLUTION #07-104 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CLOSED SESSION 
REGARDING CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS REGARDING HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY AND AMBULANCE SERVICE 
 
 Councilwoman Brown presented the above entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilman Belko, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

RESOLUTION #07-108 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN 
AGREEMENT WITH CGI COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 President Sloane asked Bob Law, Chief Financial Officer, to come forward to explain to 

Council why this resolution is necessary. 

 Mr. Law advised that he received a letter from a company who works with the US 

Mayors Association Group  who claim to  offer municipalities video taping services which are 

then incorporated onto our web-site with an opening video of the governing Mayor  welcoming 

people to our town with scenes of the town to follow.  The only thing in return they want is to 

have the Mayor sign a three-year agreement to include a list of businesses which would have a 

link to their business on our web-site. 

 Councilman Riskie inquired if we were not already committed to the web-designer who 

put together our current web site. 

 Mr. Law advised that the contract Councilman Riskie is referring to was over a year and 

a half ago and that was only to enhance the look and user-friendliness of our existing web-page. 

 In general Mr. Law stated that it might be an opportunity for the City to get involved as 

an economic development approach without any costs to the City. 

 Councilwoman Tierney inquired if the City would have any control over the businesses 

that are attached to our link. 

 Councilman Belko echoed the same concerns. 

 Mr. Law stated he would look further into those questions, although he was under the 

impression our advertisers would be local businesses; however in the meantime he asked if he 

could supply Council with the information to look over. 

 The final decision was to take no action on the resolution until the information could be 

more thoroughly reviewed. Councilman Villari stated that he would take the lead on this issue 

and follow-up with Mr. Law and the vendor’s proposal. 

 
MAYOR CURTIS 
 
 Mayor Curtis asked his Student to read two letters he received: the first was from the 

Department of Corrections to Chief Reed Merinuk regarding an inspection of his facility; the 

other was form the Department of Community Resources advising that our Neighborhood 

Preservation Grant has been extended another year for an additional $100,000.00. 
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 The Mayor also thanked everyone who attended yesterdays events honoring our Veterans 

on Memorial Day, especially President Sloane, Councilpersons Riskie, Tierney, Belko,  and 

Schreyer who held in for the entire parade.  The Mayor also thanked the bands who participated, 

the Public Works Department, the American Legion Post #133 and anyone else who helped to 

put the day together. 

 Councilwoman Schreyer stated she would like to acknowledge the historical speaker who 

did an excellent job. 

 Councilman Fleming brought up the subject of the Fourth of July since the Jaycees would  

no longer be running the fireworks. 

 Mr. Law stated that Tom Dukelow would be attending to the duties to ensure the 

fireworks tradition continues. 

 
CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 Mr. Bowe advised that he distributed a handout from Virginia Horn regarding the 

Woodbury Kids Festival; if you have any questions to please call her.   

 Also in everyone package is a letter from the Habitat for Humanity which will be 

discussed in more detail during the Executive Session. 

 Mr. Bowe then invited the City Engineer to explain further the situation on Crescent 

Avenue regarding damage done to a resident’s property while the City was working on an 

adjacent property. 

 Mr. Wilkinson advised that during the repairs made to the Schrock property some 

damage was done to the neighbors property in the amount of $2500 and they are asking for the 

money in lieu of the repairs. 

 The City Solicitor explained that in his legal opinion there is no reason not to honor the 

neighbor’s request. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilman Belko, the request to pay the 

home owner the $2500.00 with no other obligations attached was approved as requested. 

 Another item the Engineer discussed was the 2008 Mutual Aid application which has to 

be filed by June 28, 2007.  Mr. Wilkinson is requested Council’s approval to submit the 

application. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Brown, the request was 

granted. 
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 Councilman Fleming inquired about the Elkis property demolition? 

 Mr. Wilkinson reported that the work is continuing and should be done in about a week. 

 Councilwoman Tierney inquired if there was a parking lot design plan available. 

 Mr. Wilkinson responded there was. 

 Councilman Belko inquired as to the status of the Pizza Shop on Broad Street. It is 

boarded up, and it was taking so long to complete. 

 The Mayor stated that they intend to open on July 4, 2007. 

 Councilman Belko inquired about the Zoning Ordinance regarding a professional who 

could review and make recommendations regarding he ordinance. 

 The Mayor advised that the subject has come before the Zoning Board but has been 

deferred. 

 Councilman Fleming brought up a zoning issue that currently exists in the area of the 

Country Club and how it would greatly impact that area if approved as it appears in the Master 

Plan. 

 President Sloane stated that this was just another problem he had with the Master Plan. 

 The City Solicitor suggested how he thinks the situation could be handled. 

 Much dialogue continued from the Mayor and several Councilpersons regarding the 

Master Plan and how both Council and the Planning Board have to move forward and look at the 

Master Plan and the changes that were recommended.  

 In conclusion the Mayor suggested to have the Finance Committee review the Solicitor’s 

proposal rather than pay an outside firm to do so. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 President Sloane presented the Treasurer’s Report which was received as filed. 

 
PUBLIC 
 
 On motion of Councilwoman Schreyer, seconded by Councilwoman Brown, the Regular 

Order of Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the Public for Non-Agenda Items 

Only. 

 Stephanie Jones, 140 Spring Street, stated that she was designated as the spokesperson to 

ask Council to consider giving the Public Library a small area of ground for the children to do 

their planting at the proposed  parking lot behind the Library. 
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 Ms. Jones then inquired if all residents would be receiving new water meters. 

 Councilman Belko responded yes, over an extended period of time. 

 Councilman Fleming stated it should take 5 to 6 months to complete the entire City. 

 Ms. Jones inquired if the purchase of the new police cars was coming from a surplus of 

funds or from the increase in the water and sewer rates. 

 Mayor Curtis advised that the purchase of the police vehicles had nothing to do with the 

water and sewer department; they were two separate budgets. 

 President Sloane defined a little more clearly the budget and how monies collected are 

used within their own departments. 

 Ms. Jones also inquired about overpriced water rates and the recycling issue Council was 

considering. 

 The Mayor stated that on an average Woodbury is in line. 

 Councilman Belko responded to the recycling question stating we are still looking into 

other options before making a final decision. 

 Ms. Jones stated that she also asked about the recycling program because it would be a 

means of enforcing the recycling program since many residents do not recycle and this would be 

a way to enforce that ordinance. 

 Councilwoman Schreyer advised Ms. Jones that the City has a designated person to look 

out for those residents, although he cannot always be able to do the entire City, because it is very 

time consuming.  If she sees someone not complying she should notify the appropriate people 

and those residents will be cited for the violation. 

 As no one else desired to address Council, on motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by 

Councilwoman Tierney, the Public Portion was closed and the Regular Order of Business was 

resumed. 

 President Sloane asked each student to introduce themselves along with their teach Mr. 

Ford.  President Sloane thanked all the students for their interest in the program. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Schreyer, seconded by Councilman Belko, there was a five-

minute recess before Council went into Executive Session (approximately 9:10 pm). 

 No action was anticipated upon return to Regular Order of Business. 

 

 

          EXECUTIVE     SESSION 
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On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the Regular 

Order of Business was resumed upon returning from Executive Session (approximately 10:05 

pm). 

 Councilman Fleming suggested we ask Walgreens to the next regular scheduled Council 

Meeting to discuss a “pilot” program with them in Executive Session. 

There being no further business, on motion of Councilman Riskie, seconded by 

Councilwoman Schreyer, the meeting was adjourned at 10:08 pm. 

 

 

 

      _________________________________ 
      THOMAS B. BOWE 
      Clerk/Administrator 
 

OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT 
Assessor:  Roy Duffield 
Chief Financial Officer:  Robert Law 
City Engineer:  Ted Wilkinson, PE 
Deputy City Clerk:  Gail R. Scheffler 
Emergency Management Officer:  Lieutenant Steven Cope 
NPP Coordinator:  Virginia Horn 
Police:  Chief Reed Merinuk 
Public Works Director:  Michael Walsh 
Solicitor:  James Pierson, Esq. 
 


