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        May 8, 2003 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Woodbury held on the above 

date was called to order by President Curtis at 7:30 p.m..  The meeting was held in Council 

Chambers located at Woodbury City Hall, 33 Delaware Street, Woodbury, N.J..   The Clerk and 

Administrator, Thomas B. Bowe, stated that it was a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Woodbury 

City Council and due notice had been given to both the press and the public by reason of a 

resolution for Regular Meetings adopted January 2, 2003. 

  The Invocation was delivered by Frank W. Evans, Jr., Chaplain, American Legion Post #133. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Riskie, Schrock, Schreyer, Brown, Sloane, Grebb, Louis, Graziani, President Curtis 
    and Mayor Clark 
 
Absent:   No One 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
  On motion of Councilman Schrock, seconded by Councilman Sloane, the minutes of April 

24, 2003 were approved as submitted. 

 
MAYOR READS LETTER OF APPRECIATION 
 
  Mayor Clark read a Letter of Appreciation she prepared in recognition of all of the work done 

by Don Feldman who has devoted many volunteer hours of  helping with the Little League as well as 

the maintenance of the fields. 

 
PUBLIC  
 
  On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Grebb, the floor was opened to 

the public for Agenda Items only. 

  Mr. Robert Rogers, 130 Rugby Place, addressed Mayor and Council regarding the proposed 

increase of property taxes and suggested things the City and the school system should do to insure 

that no further  increases are incurred by Woodbury residents. 



 2

  As no one else desired to inquire regarding Agenda Items, on motion of Councilman Grebb, 

seconded by Councilman Louis, the floor was closed and the Regular Order of Business was 

resumed. 

 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 
 
RESOLUTION #03-97 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS 
POSSIBLY LITIGATION 
 
  Councilman Sloane presented the above-entitled resolution. 

  The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

  Councilwoman Schreyer inquired if more than litigation would be permitted to be discussed 

during the closed session. 

  President Curtis advised that litigation was the topic of the closed session, and no more 

details could be discussed other than pertained to litigation. 

  On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Grebb, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #03-98 – RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AN INCREASE IN FEDERAL FUNDING OF 
IDEA 
 
  Councilman Sloane presented the above-entitled resolution. 

  The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

  Councilman Sloane advised that the Board of Education has already passed this resolution 

along with the next two to be presented. Councilman Sloane stated that Council’s adoption of this 

resolution will support the Board of Education’s position in helping to keep tax increases to a 

minimum. 

  On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Grebb, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #03-99 – RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE PRINCIPAL OF STATE 
MANDATE/STATE PAY 
 
  Councilman Sloane presented the above-entitled resolution. 
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  The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 
 
  On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Grebb, the resolution was  
 
adopted by a voice vote. 
 

RESOLUTION #03-100 – RESOLUTION REQUESTING CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO 
MODIFY FUNDING IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 
  Councilman Sloane presented the above-entitled resolution. 

  The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

  Councilman Graziani stated that although he is in agreement with the intent of the resolution, 

he is not in agreement in making a request for a Constitutional Amendment to do something about it, 

which would not take effect until two years from the date of application.  Councilman Graziani  

suggested that the way to approach this situation is to implore the help of our legislative government 

officials;  they have the power to do something now. Councilman Graziani stated that for that reason 

he would not be voting in favor of the resolution. 

  Councilman Sloane stated that although he heard Councilman Graziani’s remarks and 

agreed with some of the statements, he felt confident that,  by taking into consideration all of the 

elements being presented in the three-resolution package this evening, this would be the best 

approach for our predicament. 

  There was more conversation from several Council members expressing their opinions on 

the subject matter. 

  Councilman Sloane stated that he would withdraw the resolution and re-submit it with 

stronger language or  even change it to an ordinance if Council so desired. 

  On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Grebb, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote, with one nay vote from Councilman Graziani. 

 
RESOLUTION #03-101 – RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT 
 
  Councilman Sloane presented the above-entitled resolution. 

  The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 
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  Councilman Riskie and Councilman Sloane both spoke about the positive effects this type of 

transit would have on the growth of the City of Woodbury. 

  On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Grebb, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #03-102 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF PROPERTY TAXES 
OF A CERTAIN TAX EXEMPT VETERAN 
 
  Councilman Sloane presented the above-entitled resolution. 

  The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

  On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Graziani, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #03-103 – RESOLUTION TO REIMBURSE TAX OVERPAYMENTS 
 
  Councilman Sloane presented the above-entitled resolution. 

  The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

  On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Grebb, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #03-104 – RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BID PRICES FOR CITY OF WOODBURY 
USED CARS 
 
  Councilman Sloane presented the above-entitled resolution. 

  The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

  On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Grebb,  the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 
VOUCHERS 

  On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Riskie, the vouchers as listed 

and certified were authorized paid. 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
APPLICATION FOR A RAFFLE LICENSE 
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  Councilman Schrock presented  a raffle application from Main Street to be held on June 1, 

2003.  On motion of Councilman  Schrock, seconded by Councilman Sloane, the application was 

approved as submitted. 

PUBLIC WORKS 

  Councilman Louis stated that at the request of Councilman Sloane he was to look into the 

Public Works Department privatizing their recycling pick-ups. 

  Mike Walsh, Public Works Manager, stated that no more information is available; however, 

Councilman Sloane spoke with Mr. Walsh prior to the meeting with another option to look into. 

  Councilman Sloane indicated that his request was not to put any public employees out of 

work; instead his intent was to free public workers to be available to accomplish other jobs that are 

presently unaddressed. 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
  Councilman Grebb referenced a report distributed by Mr. Stanley El dated May 5, 2003.  

Councilman Grebb stated if there were any questions to refer then to Mr. El or to Councilman Grebb 

himself. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
 
  Councilwoman Schreyer reminded all fellow Council Members that the Students In 

Government Day will be held at the next meeting on May 22, 2003.  The evening will start with a light 

dinner in Council Chambers followed by a informal discussion period during which Council members 

are asked to state how and why they became involved in City government.   

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
RESOLUTION #03-95 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE USE OF NEIGHBORHOOD 
PRESERVATION AND NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION HOME PROGRAM FUNDS FOR 
BLOCK 134 LOT 5 A/K/A 78 PACKARD AVENUE 
 
  Councilwoman Brown presented the above-entitled resolution. 

  The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 



 6

  On motion of Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilman Louis, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #03-96 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE USE OF NEIGHBORHOOD 
PRESERVATION PROGRAM FUNDS FOR SIDEWALK AND WALKWAY REPAIRS AT VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS 
 
  Councilwoman Brown presented the above-entitled resolution. 

  The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

  On motion of Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilman Louis, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote.  Councilman Riskie abstained from the vote. 

 
  Councilwoman Brown thanked all who were involved with the Neighborhood Preservation 
Program  
 
Clean-Up Day held at the Train Station. 
 
 
LANDLORD LICENSING 
 
  Councilman Graziani inquired if there were any additional suggestions for changes to the 

existing Landlord Licensing Ordinance. 

  Mayor Clark agreed with wording that should be added concerning the revoking and 

reinstating of licenses. 

  Councilman Graziaini then asked the Solicitor to draw up the necessary changes to be 

incorporated in the existing ordinance as the Councilman had suggested in his memo. 

  There was some conversation regarding some of the changes that were recommended as 

well as some individual situations that may occur and how they should be handled and addressed 

within the guidelines of the ordinance. 

 
MAYOR CLARK 
 
  Mayor Clark discussed the following subjects: 
 
  1.  Mayor Clark advised that the Posh Pomegranate is no longer operating under that 
  name; but are still in existence due to all the hard work of Main Street, Jim Watson 
  of the County Economic Development Office, the law firm of Aimino & Dennen, Accountant 

 Paul Verna, and officials at the Bank and City.  The new name of the antique shop is 
Woodbury Antique Center; 
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  2.  The Mayor also sent a special “Thank-you” to the Neighborhood Preservation Office, 
  Woodbury Garden Club and Tom Dukelow and the Community Service Workers for all 
  their work on the new landscaping at the Train Station and adjacent parking lot; 
 
  3.  Mayor Clark stated that a meeting will be held in the Main Street Office of the First 
  Union Bank on Tuesday, May 13th at 7:30 P.M., Subj:  Farmers Market; 
 
  4.  Mayor Clark advised that a Public Hearing will be held in Council Chambers on 
  Thursday, May 15, 2003 to discuss our current parking ordinance.  No action will be 
  taken; the purpose is to have residents and business owners air their views; 
 
  5.  The Mayor referenced a community poll that Bob Law displayed on the City’s web site  
  concerning the subject of “light-rail”.  Within the first day, the City received two responses 
  and will continue to collect those responses so they can be forwarded to DRPA PATCO 
  officials; and 
 
  6.  The Mayor read a Proclamation in honor of Henry Wood’s 400th Birthday which will be 
  presented to our Bury visitors who will be visiting our City in July.  Mayor Clark then read  
  the proclamation.   
 
 
CITY CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR 

  Mr. Thomas Bowe, City Clerk and Administrator, advised that next Tuesday, Melvin Magnall, 

one of our Bury, England visitors, will be arriving to spend one week in the City. Mr.  Magnall’s main 

reason for coming this time is to plant flower bulbs around Henry Wood’s grave in celebration of his 

400th birthday.  The bulbs come from Mr. Wood’s former residence in Bury. 

    

Mr. Bowe requested authorization to have the City Engineer draw up specifications and 

advertise for bids to be received for a Comminutor for the Pump Station on Hunter Street.  On 

motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Louis, the Engineer was so authorized. 

 

  Councilman Sloane suggested that the survey the Mayor referred to concerning “light rail” 

should be referenced advising our residents when they receive their water bills; we should also 

advise them to log on the web site for their input. 

  

SCHOOL BUDGET 

  Councilman Sloane advised that he and other  Finance Committee Members met with Board 

of Education Representatives concerning the recently defeated School Budget.  Councilman Sloane 
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advised that at these meetings several options were discussed regarding regionalization as well as 

doing away with the entire High School Building.  Councilman Sloane also suggested that the Local 

School Board conduct two studies involving “regionalization” and “facilities”.  Councilman Sloane 

invited representatives from the School Board to answer any questions that Council Members might 

have. 

  Bill Fleming, School Board President, stated that the entire Board of Education is just as 

concerned about rising taxes especially since the cost of educating a child goes up each year.  Mr. 

Fleming continued by giving statistics stating that Woodbury has the 5th highest per capita tax rate in 

New Jersey, and is not receiving its fair share of aid from the state.   The School Board is proposing 

that the two studies mentioned move forward and to also pursue the State for the loss of state aid. 

  Mr. Fleming introduced other Board Members present as well as fielding questions from 

Council. 

  Councilman Graziani inquired if a Class Action  Law Suit would be filed against the State. 

Mr. Fleming responded that it is not uncommon for a School to file a Class Action Suit;  however, the 

number of suits that succeed is unknown. 

  Councilman Sloane advised that there were other schools in other townships that are in the 

same situation and someone has to step up and take the lead to take action.   

  Councilman Graziani inquired if there was a time frame in order to take any action. 

  Mr. Fleming stated that the first step is to take legal action.  This will obviously be a long-

term procedure; however, we should take action as soon as possible because it will take several 

years before we see any benefits. 

  Councilman Graziani indicated that he would like to see the question put to the residents and 

see how they feel about the situation. 

  President Curtis advised that a Sspecial Meeting is scheduled for next Wednesday, May 

14th, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. and action must be taken so that the School Board can react to the City’s 

action. 

  Councilman Graziani asked if he could see a copy of the school budget.  Mr. Law stated he 

had a condensed version and he would make that available. 
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  Mayor Clark stated that the budget was printed in the school White and Gold Newspaper 

and she would make copies available to whomever needed them. 

 PUBLIC 

  On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Schrock, the floor was opened 

to the Public for Non-Agenda Items. 

  Mr. Lester Foster, 138 High Street, came forward to inquire if his neighborhood was still in 

the Historic District.  The Clerk indicated that no changes have been made to the Historic District’s 

boundaries; therefore, if Mr. Foster’s home had been in that district, it probably still was there. 

  Mr. Foster advised that one of his neighbors recently replaced glass windows with plexi- 

glass which appears to be a violation of the Historic District’s regulations. 

  Mr. Bowe advised Mr. Foster to leave his phone number with him and he would find out the 

answer. 

  Mr. Foster also advised of a situation with a tenant who received a water bill for $1300 and 

was advised to share the cost of this bill with the other tenant who shared the same building. 

  Mr. Hasbrouck, City Solicitor, explained to Mr. Foster than that the situation described above 

appeared to be a landlord/tenant conflict and there were agencies designed to mediate over such 

situations for a minimal fee. 

  Mayor Clark stated she also tried to contact the tenant to discuss her complaints. 

  Councilman Graziani stated that this is exactly the kind of situation the City wants to stop 

and he hopes that the amended landlord/tenant ordinance will address and rectify things like this. 

 

  Mr. Hasbrouck, private resident of Rugby Place, addressed several issues stated before by 

Mr. Rogers concerning the school board budget.  Mr. Hasbrouck explained that the school board 

budget is a on-going problem; unfortunately, only 12% of the residents came out to express there 

opinion.  Mr. Hasbrouck continued to explain  that taking the legal approach to rectify the problem 

should not be the only method.  Speaking from his legal experience, this is not a guarantee that the 

situation will be resolved.  Mr. Hasbrouck advised Council to have a  “Plan  B”;  something has to be 

done “now”.  The days of  “we will look into it” and “sitting down and agreeing that something should 
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be done” are over.  Even the suggestion of putting the question on the upcoming ballot for a non-

binding referendum would be something. 

  Mr. Bowe, as a private resident of W. Centre Street, reminded all the residents of the reality 

of things forty years ago.  All the schools that now make up Gateway came to Woodbury; they were 

asked to leave the Woodbury School District around 1963 thereby de-regionalizing our district.  This 

appears to have been a costly decision. 

  Councilman Sloane addressed Mr. Hasbrouck’s statements advising that the topic of not 

certifying the school budget did come up in recent discussions.  Councilman Sloane also agreed that 

there should be a “Plan B”; if the School Board, Council, or anyone else can come up with a viable 

plan B,  Councilman Sloane would be all for it. 

   President Curtis stated that he did not think all the residents were aware that there were 

substantial cuts to the original school board budget in the amount of $676,000 which resulted in 

many people losing their jobs.  President Curtis advised that if we cut any more we then cut into 

services and that is not the direction President Curtis thinks that Council wants to go. 

  On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Louis, there was a two minute 

recess before Council went into Executive Session (9:15 p.m.).  President Curtis informed the 

general public that no action would be taken when Council returned into Regular Session. 

 

               E     X     E     C     U     T     I     V     E                 S    E     S     S     I      O     N 

 

  On motion of Councilman Grebb, seconded by Councilman Louis, Council resumed the 

Regular Order of Business at 9:35 p.m.. 

  There being no further business, on motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman 

Grebb, the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m.. 

 

 
        __________________________________ 
        THOMAS B. BOWE 
        Clerk/Administrator 
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OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT 
Deputy City Clerk:  Gail R. Scheffler 
Chief Financial Officer:  Robert Law 
City Engineer:  William Fleming 
Construction Code Office:  Tom Stone 
Librarian:  Jean Wipf 
Neighborhood Preservation Director:  Virginia Horn 
Police:  Lieutenant Sheehan 
Public Works Department:  Thomas Dukelow 
Solicitor:  Bruce Hasbrouck, Esq. 
Tax Assessor:  Roy Duffield 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 


