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April 26, 2004 

 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Woodbury held on the above date 

was called to order by President Harry R. Riskie at 7:30 p.m..  The meeting was held in Council 

Chambers located at Woodbury City Hall, 33 Delaware Street, Woodbury, N.J..  The Clerk Administrator, 

Thomas B. Bowe, stated that it was a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Woodbury City Council and due 

notice had been given to both the press and the public by reason of a resolution for Regular Meetings 

adopted January 5, 2004. 

 The Reverend Robert Moore of One Way Baptist Church delivered the Invocation. 

 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Curtis, Louis, Graziani, Sloane, Schreyer, Grimming, Tierney, President Riskie, Mayor 

Clark 
 
Absent: Brown 
 
 
MINUTES 
 

  On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the minutes of the 

meeting of April 12, 2004 were approved as submitted. 

 

MAYOR SWEARS IN PATROLMAN 3RD CLASS 
 Mayor Clark read a letter from Chief Merinuk giving Officer Palese’s background including 

qualifications for the position.  Mayor Clark then administered the Oath of Office to Patrolman William 

Palese.  Officer Palese introduced his family and friends who were present. 

 

PUBLIC 
 On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Graziani, the Regular Order of 

Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the Public for Agenda Items only. 

 Seeing no one, on motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Graziani, the Public 

Portion was closed and the Regular Order of Business was resumed. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON BUDGET 
 On motion of Councilman Graziani, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the Regular Order of 

Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the public to address any questions pertaining to 

the 2004 Municipal Budget. 

 Dave Jenkins, 345 Glover Street, came forward to inquire if the City of Woodbury would be 

receiving the Extraordinary Aid for which we applied.   President Riskie responded that no word has yet 

been received from the State. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 

ORDINANCES 
ORDINANCE #1972-04 - ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 202-77 OF THE WOODBURY 
MUNICIPAL CODE; STANDARDS FOR PRIVATE GARAGES AND ACCESSORY BUILDINGS 
 
 Councilman Louis presented the above-entitled ordinance for final adoption. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the ordinance was 

ordered opened for public hearing. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the ordinance was placed 

on second and final reading. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Schreyer, the ordinance was 

passed on second and final reading by roll call vote. 

Ayes      8   Curtis, Louis, Graziani, Sloane, Schreyer, Grimming, Tierney, and President 
Riskie 

 Nays   0 
 Absent   1 Brown 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
RESOLUTION #04-59 - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTIVE SESSION (Personnel) 
 
 Councilman Louis presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the resolution was adopted 

by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #04-77 -  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CHANGE IN CONTRACT PRICE FOR THE 
BELL LAKE DAM REPLACEMENT PROJECT AND ATLANTIC SUBSEA, INC. 
 
 Councilman Louis presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 Councilman Louis inquired if this amount of money was in addition to the original bid price. 

 Mr. Schiavo stated that it was, and this change was discussed during construction and found 

necessary to the project. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the resolution was adopted 

by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #04-78 - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GLOUCESTER COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL 
FACILITY TO PROVIDE ANIMAL SHELTER SERVICES AND ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES TO THE 
CITY OF WOODBURY 
 
 Councilman Louis presented the above-entitled resolution. 
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 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilman Graziani, the resolution was adopted 

by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #04-79 - RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT AND AUTHORIZE A GRANT AGREEMENT  WITH 
THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION FOR FY 2004 STATEWIDE 
LIVABLE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM 
 
 Councilman Louis presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilman Graziani, the resolution was adopted 

by a voice vote. 

 

RESOLUTION #04-80 - RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF 
PROJECT SELECTION FORMS TO THE COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER FOR THE COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROGRAM 
 

 Councilman Louis presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilman Graziani, the resolution was adopted 

by a voice vote. 

 

VOUCHERS 
 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilman Sloane, the vouchers as listed and 

certified were authorized paid. 

 
 Councilman Louis advised that the Finance Committee would be meeting this Thursday, April  

29th at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers with the Woodbury School Board Finance Committee to discuss 

the failed school budget; the public will not be able to attend. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 
 Councilwoman Tierney thanked Tom Dukelow, the High School Ecology Club and the Woodbury 

Garden Club for cleaning up an area along E. Barber Avenue. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 Councilman Graziani advised that Mr. Law will be meeting with Calvin Edgehill, Regional Director 

of the USEDA,  in the near future and will comment on  the outcome of the meeting. 

 

PERSONNEL 
 Councilman Grimming stated that a meeting will be arranged with Councilman Graziani and 

Councilman Sloane, along with Mr. Bowe and Mr. Law to discuss the subject of personnel evaluations. 
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GREEN ACRES 
 Councilman Curtis advised that this Friday at 11:00 a.m. on the High School grounds the 

Woodbury Women’s Club will be conducting their annual tree planting ceremony for Arbor Day. 

 Councilman Curtis also advised that at a previous meeting the possibility of a community garden 

on Lafayette Avenue was discussed; this is still under consideration although a slight delay due to 

weather conditions has been experienced. 

 

PRESENTATION BY ENGINEER 
 Mr. Schiavo, City Engineer, invited Scott Hunter, Main Street Director, to participate in explaining 

the Broad Street Lighting plan.   

 Mr. Schiavo advised that some of the concerns he heard from the Merchants Association 

involved the area between Cooper Street south to E. Barber Avenue and the merchants’ desire for good 

pedestrian lighting and, if possible, seasonal decorative lighting.  One solution to this would be to remove 

the existing green poles and allow PSE&G to establish new façade lights on their poles at no charge; 

there would then be a monthly electrical charge from PSE&G incurred by the City. 

 Mr. Hunter stated conversation occurred with PSE&G and Commerce Bank concerning improving 

pole lighting and making the area more pedestrian safe.   

 In conclusion, the decision to remove existing poles and change the lighting appeared to be the 

solution.  Mr. Schiavo will provide the Economic Development Committee with the plans; if they concur 

this solution the matter will be placed before Council for a vote at the next meeting. 

 

MAYOR CLARK 
 Mayor Clark spoke on the following subjects: 

 1.  The Mayor once again welcomed Officer William Palese to the Woodbury Police Department; 

2.  Mayor Clark also recognized Sergeant Steve Cope, the City’s Emergency Management 
Coordinator, for all his time and effort put into keeping the Emergency Management Office up to 
standards.  The Mayor received a letter advising her that while participating in a State and Local 
All Hazards Emergency Operation Planning Program, our program was rated outstanding; in 
addition the City received a grant for $2,400 to be used in our Office of Emergency Management.  
Congratulations to Sgt. Cope for a job well done; 
 
3.  Mayor Clark advised that Dedication Ceremonies were held on Sunday, April 25th for former 
Mayor Richard Skinner for his many years of dedicated service.   A Conference Room at the  
Woodbury Public Library was named in his honor; 
 
4.  The Mayor stated that she received a letter from the Joint Insurance Fund advising that the 
City is in compliance with all requirements which will qualify the City to receive the lowest 
deductibles, retentions and rates possible.  The Mayor thanked all the City officials and 
employees for making this possible; 
 
5.  Mayor Clark advised that the City will be receiving about $11,000 from the Municipal Alliance 
and an additional $9,000 for our Annual Clean Communities Grant; 
 
6.  The Mayor advised that she will attending a meeting in Trenton along with Mr. Law, 
Councilman Louis and Councilwoman Tierney, where Governor McGreevey will address tax 
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issues. .  The Mayor stated that the intent is to express the City’s concern over the fact that the 
City of Woodbury is the County Seat and loses revenue because of this fact; 
 
7.  Mayor Clark also advised that the County Prosecutor’s Office will be sponsoring a program at 
the Walnut Street School on May 6th at 7:00 p.m. to talk with residents and answer any questions 
on a plan to make Woodbury a safer place to live; 
 
8.  In conclusion, the Mayor extended her congratulations to the Greater Woodbury Women’s 
Club which will be celebrating its 85th Anniversary. 
 

 
CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 Mr. Bowe, Clerk/Administrator, read a “thank-you” from Gloria Holmes for the plaque she 

received for her services as Parks & Recreation Director.  Ms. Holmes thanked the Mayor and Council 

and especially Councilwoman Brown for this recognition. 

  

ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 Mr. Bowe invited Mr. Schiavo to answer any questions pertaining to the Engineer’s Report 

submitted this evening. 

 President Riskie inquired regarding the status of the Wick Blvd. Project.  Mr. Schiavo responded 

that a neighborhood meeting was held and about 60% of the residents did turn out and alternative 

solutions were discussed. 

 A resident,  Jim  Lacroix of  302 Edith Avenue, came forward to advise that a sink hole exists in 

front of his home which is near Wick Blvd..  Mr. Schiavo explained that his problem was not connected to 

the Wick Blvd. situation and that the City’s Public Works Dept. does intend to correct this problem. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 Councilman Riskie presented  the  Treasurer’s  Report  which was received as filed. 

 

PUBLIC 
 On motion of Councilman Curtis, seconded by Councilman Graziani, the Regular Order of 

Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the Public for Non-Agenda Items. 

 Bruce Kaminski, owner of Cheese To Please, a food establishment in Woodbury, came forward 

to express his concerns regarding a relatively new ordinance for “Sidewalk Cafes” and one of the 

requirements stipulated in the ordinance that mandates the owner of any sidewalk cafe operating in 

Woodbury sign a “hold harmless” agreement.  Mr. Kaminski went on to say how he has been conducting 

the same type of outside eatery for some 18 years and now because of the implementation of said 

ordinance, his insurance company is not agreeable to the language in the hold harmless agreement.  Mr. 

Kaminski  asked for Council’s help in changing this ordinance. 

 Mr. Aimino, City Solicitor, advised Mr. Kaminski that the ordinance was necessary so that the City 

would not be liable for any injuries and damages sustained as a result of businesses operating a 
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“sidewalk cafe” and although there are only a very small number of such business in Woodbury, there 

should not be any objection from his insurance company to agree with those terms. 

 Councilman Sloane stated that in his line of work he deals with JIF insurance and many other 

municipalities concerning language/wording of terms and agreements and it has been his experience that 

that there may be some flexibility in changing some of the wording to accommodate Mr. Kaminski’s 

insurance carrier. 

 Councilman Graziani read a letter from the City’s JIF explaining their reasons for not changing the 

wording of the City’s ordinance. 

 Mr. Aimino advised that he will contact our JIF’s attorney, Guy Killian,  to see if this situation can  

be looked out more closely and to see if language can be changed to keep the City’s best interests in tact 

as well as not causing additional problems for the City’s business owners. 

 

 Gloria Holmes, 19 Nelson Avenue, came forward to ask if the City could look into the poor lighting 

conditions at Courtland Street and Nelson Avenue. 

 President Riskie advised Mrs. Holmes that the Police Chief will look into her request 

 

 Susan Saridakis, 179 Delaware Street, approached Council regarding the educational future of 

Woodbury schools.  Mrs. Saridakis stated that  they have two children who will attend our local high 

school, a school in an educational system that is now a great concern to her and her family.   

 

 As no one else desired to address Council, on motion of Councilman Graziani, seconded by 

Councilwoman Schreyer, the Public Portion was closed and the Regular Order of Business was resumed. 

  

On motion of Councilman Graziani, seconded by Councilman Sloane, there was a five minute 

recess before Council went into Executive Session. 

 

E  X  E  C  U  T  I  V  E          S  E  S  S  I  O  N 
 

 On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Curtis, Council returned from 

Executive Session and resumed the Regular Order of Business. 

 On motion of Councilman Sloane, seconded by Councilman Curtis, the decision to have the City 

Clerk write a letter pertaining to the matter discussed in Executive Session and advise that no further 

action will be taken.  All were in favor with the exception of Councilman Graziani, who was not in 

agreement with the decision rendered. 

  

 As there was no further business, on motion of Councilman Graziani, seconded by Councilman 

Sloane, the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m.. 
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__________________________________ 
       THOMAS B. BOWE 
       Clerk/Administrator 
 
 
 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Assessor:  Roy Duffield  
Chief Financial Officer:  Robert Law 
City Engineer:  Joseph Schiavo 
Deputy Clerk:  Gail R. Scheffler 
Emergency Management Coordinator:  Sergeant Cope 
Fire Chief:  Drew Bain 
Librarian:  Jean Wipf 
Police Chief:  Reed Merinuk 
Public Works Director:  Michael Walsh Solicitor:  Michael Aimino, Esq. 


