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       March 23, 2009 

 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Woodbury held on the 

above date was called to order by President C. Barry E. Sloane at 7:30 pm.  The meeting was 

held in Council Chambers located at Woodbury City Hall, 33 Delaware Street, Woodbury, NJ.  

The Clerk/Administrator, Thomas B. Bowe, stated that it was a Regular Meeting of the Mayor 

and Woodbury City Council and due notice had been given to both the press and the public by 

reason of a resolution for Regular Meetings adopted January 5, 2009. 

The Invocation was delivered by Sister Roberta Smith, Lay Leader – Wesley United 

Methodist Church of Wenonah.  

 The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
ROLL CALL 
 Present: Villari, Pottillo, Fleming, Louis, Tierney, Trout, Croce, President Sloane 
  and Mayor Curtis 
 
Absent: Brown 
 
 
PUBLIC 
 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilman Fleming, the Regular 

Order of Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the Public for Agenda Items 

Only. 

 As no one addressed Council, on motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by 

Councilman Louis, the Public Portion was closed and the Regular Order of Business was 

resumed. 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the minutes of 

March 9, 2009 were approved as submitted. 

 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 
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ORDINANCE #2101-09 – BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF 
VARIOUS PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF WOODBURY, COUNTY OF 
GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY, IN CONNECTION WITH PHASE 1 OF THE CITY’S 
DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT; APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $2,500,000 
THEREFOR; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OR 
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY, COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, 
NEW JERSEY IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF UP TO $2,375,000; MAKING 
CERTAIN DETERMINTIONS AND COVENANTS; AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN RELATED 
ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FOREGOING 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the ordinance 

was ordered opened for public hearing. 

 Anthony Chiesa, 36 Rugby Place, came forward to get clarification on how we will be 

spending the monies from the bond. 

 Councilman Fleming informed Mr. Chiesa that the main purpose of the bond is to 

purchase vacant properties and to cover planning studies for the downtown redevelopment 

area. 

 President Sloane explained that the City needs the flexibility now to purchase any 

available properties that would be advantageous for the City to own and then possibly resell 

them to get the monies back. 

 Mr. Chiesa stated that he has been aware of other plans in the past involving either the 

county or the school board purchasing properties where they did not have to bond; how does 

this plan differ from those?. 

 Mayor Curtis advised that we need to follow up with blueprints for examples to convince 

the state professionals that we qualify for aid to do these improvements. 

 Councilman Fleming they gave an example of how this would allow the City to proceed 

with redeveloping a certain area. 

 President Sloane again stated that we do need the bond to be used almost like a “line of 

credit” in moving forward. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilman Louis, the public hearing 

was ordered closed. 

 Councilwoman Tierney inquired roughly what would the study plan cost? 

 Councilman Fleming advised around $150,000 and explained where it would be used. 

 Councilwoman Tierney stated that she remembers a quote of $300 to $400,000 during a 

Planning Board Meeting. 



 3

 President Sloane stated that there has been a scaling back from that original estimate 

and that is why the number is lower. 

 Councilwoman Tierney stated that $2.5 million dollars is a lot of money to go out to bond 

for when we possibly only intend to use $150,000 of it this year.  The City still has to take into 

consideration that bonding this much would increase the tax rate and could we do it on a 

smaller scale since the tax payers are already struggling; this might not be the right time to do 

this. 

 President Sloane advised that if we do not do it now we may not be able to do what we 

want when the time comes. 

 Councilman Louis stated that he too was concerned with the amount of the bonding; 

however; after talking with the Developer Bob Melvyn now may be the most opportune time. 

 Councilman Fleming stated that when looking at what is needed to be done with the 

properties in town, he does not think it would be in the City’s best interest to go any lower than 

what the City is proposing now. 

  On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilman Louis, the ordinance was 

passed on second and final reading by a roll call vote. 

 Ayes  7 Villari, Fleming, Louis, Pottillo, Trout, Croce, President Sloane 
 Nays  1 Tierney 
 Absent  1 Brown 
 
RESOLUTION #09-80 – RESOLUTION TO REIMBURSE TAX PAYMENT 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #09-84 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF 
APPROPRIATIONS IN THE LOCAL BUDGET OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR 2008 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilman Louis, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #09-85 – REVIEW OF 2007 AUDIT AND CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN 
 



 4

 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 Mr. Law, Chief Financial Officer, came forward to explain how the procedure works when 

an audit is completed and steps that have to be taken with the corrective action plan and the 

reason why we are doing the 2007 Audit now. 

 Mr. Law also stated that this audit had fewer corrections than last which is a good thing   

We should be back on tract with the time frame in which an audit should be filed which is six 

months into the year’s end; also this audit involved a grant audit which took a great deal of  

time. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

 Councilman Fleming stated that one of the things that the Auditors brought up was the 

equipment inventory that was last done in 1997.   

 Mr. Law explained that he has learned that we can now do the next inventory in-house 

which will save the City money. 

 
RESOLUTION #09-86 – RESOLUTION SUPPORTING SENATE BILL S-2356 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 President Sloane stated that Mr. Duffield, and Mr. Gerry White are present to answer 

any questions. 

 Councilman Louis inquired why we were doing this resolution again; it was already 

presented at the last meeting. 

 President Sloane advised that since then there were some additions. 

 Councilwoman Tierney inquired if Mr. Duffield received a copy of the letter that each 

Councilperson had before them.  Mr. Duffield stated that he had not received the letter. 

 President Sloane then invited Mr. Gerald White to summarize the contents of his letter. 

 Mr. White explained that it is the opinion of the County that changes are necessary to 

the existing way of doing property assessments. 

 Mr. White introduced Mr. Ed Burek, County Tax Administrator, who  further explained 

that the current way properties are assessed in New Jersey is inherently unfair.  One of the 

reasons the County is suggesting changes is that revaluations that are necessary to maintain a 
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fairness in the way properties are taxed are not being done because of the cost to individual 

municipalities; the County can do the revaluation cheaper.  

 Mr. Burek continued giving other reasons in favor of the regionalization of tax assessors 

for the County of Gloucester. 

 Mr. Roy Duffield, the City of Woodbury Tax Assessor, thanked Mr. Burek for his 

explanation and then gave his reasons why he disagreed with the regionalization of the 

assessors. 

 Councilman Louis asked Mr. Duffield to explain how the sale price on a property is 

determined. 

 Mr. Duffield explained in detail the process involved. 

 Mayor Curtis stated that the City does not have the money to do revaluations every three 

(3) to five (5) years which is exactly the point Mr. Burek is making. 

 Mr. Duffield continued by acknowledging the figures on the budget that Mr. White 

provided him and in his opinion those figures for a revaluation are overstated as well as the 

salaries listed being understated in that budget. 

 Mr. Duffield made a few more points and again asked Council not to support the bill. 

 Mr. Burek then gave some figures and percentages trying to advance his point. 

 Council members had some further questions. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilman Pottillo, the resolution was 

adopted by a roll call vote. 

 Ayes  4 Villari, Fleming, Pottillo, Sloane 
 Nays  3 Louis, Tierney, Trout 
 Abstain 1 Croce 
 Absent  1 Brown 
 
 
RESOLUTION #09-87 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CLOSED SESSION 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the resolution 

was adopted by a voice vote. 

 President Sloane advised that no action would be taken following the Executive Session. 

 

VOUCHERS 
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 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the vouchers 

as presented were authorized paid. 

 

 Councilwoman Tierney inquired about the budget. 

 Mr. Robert Law, Chief Financial Officer, stated that he received information regarding 

the Deferred Pension issue which would affect the budget due March 31st.  Because of this 

delay, we will avail ourselves of the allowable 30 day extension. 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
ORDINANCE #2099-09 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AMENDING 
CHAPTER 20-2 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY PROVIDING FOR 
RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
 
 Councilman Louis presented the above-entitled ordinance for final adoption. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilman Pottillo, the ordinance was 

ordered opened for public hearing. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the public hearing 

was ordered closed. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the ordinance 

was passed on second and final reading by a roll call vote. 

 Ayes  8 Villari, Fleming, Louis, Tierney, Pottillo, Trout, Croce, Sloane 
 Nays  0  
 Absent  1 Brown 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
RESOLUTION #09-81 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF RIGHT-OF-
WAY AGREEMENT BETWEEN CITY OF WOODBURY AND FIBER TECHNOLOGIES 
NETWORKS, LLC TO PERMIT THE INSTALLATION, USE AND MAINTENANCE OF 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES WITHIN PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY FOR PURPOSES 
OF PROVIDING TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES 
 
 Councilman Villari presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Villari, seconded by Councilman Pottillo, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 
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PERSONNEL 
 Councilwoman Tierney stated she had nothing under Personnel, but would like to 

recognize the Woodbury Boys’ Basketball Team which won the Group One South Jersey 

Basketball Title.  Also congratulations to Mark De Rugeris for being named the Gloucester 

County Times Player of the Year. 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
RESOLUTION #09-79 – RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY WAIVING 
CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FEES FOR HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
 
 Councilman Croce presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Croce, seconded by Councilman Pottillo, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #09-82 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE USE OF NEIGHBORHOOD 
HOUSING REHABILITATION PROGRAM FUNDS FOR BLOCK 66, LOT 25.01 A/K/A 349 
GLOVER STREET 
 
 Councilman Croce presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Croce, seconded by Councilman Pottillo, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #09-83 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND 
CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR TO EXECUTE A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH MAIN STREET 
WOODBURY INC. FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONDUCTING THE WOODBURY FARMERS 
MARKET 
 
 Councilman Croce presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Croce, seconded by Councilman Pottillo, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #09-88 – RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY GRANTING A 
PERMIT TO MAIN STREET WOODBURY FOR PUBLIC MUSIC PERFORMANCES FOR 
WOODFEST 
 
 Councilman Croce presented the above-entitled resolution. 
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 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Croce, seconded by Councilman Pottillo, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 
GREEN ACRES 
 
 Councilman Trout had nothing to report. 
 
MAYOR CURTIS 
 
 Mayor Curtis advised that he had received a letter from the State advising that the City 

will be receiving $12,814 in a Clean Communities Grant this year. 

 The Mayor also stated that the Woodbury Fire Department had their Annual Dinner at 

Auletto’s last Friday and many service awards were given; the longest term being recognized 

was that of  Ralph Day who has given 60 years of service. 

 The Mayor also gave out the first Mayor’s Service Award, the recipient of which was 

Walter Trout for his quick response to the Epple family fire last month.  It was Mr. Trout  who 

was the first to notice the fire and notify the Fire Department;  he also helped to try to get Dr. 

Epple out of his home. 

 Mayor Curtis advised that he attended the monthly Anti-Crime Meeting last Friday with 

the Prosecutor’s Office who recognized the outstanding job our Police Department is doing  

helping to fight crime. 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR 
 Mr. Bowe announced that the last date for filing for the Primary Election is Wednesday, 

April 8th by 4:00 pm  in his office. 

 Also, Mr. Bowe stated that at the next Council Meeting he along with the City Engineer 

will be discussing a request by Wenonah Borough.   They are planning a housing project  in 

their municipality along Woodbury Glassboro Road.  The Borough of Wenonah is requesting 

that Woodbury provide the water for the project. 

 Finally, Mr. Bowe stated that the last time Woodbury’s Basketball team had gone as far 

as this year’s team was 1934.  

 

 Councilman Fleming advised everyone who has received correspondence notifying them 

of the upcoming Planning Board Meeting scheduled for April 6, 2009 that the  Needs Study 

does not contain any plans to acquire any properties at this time.  Any future studies also would 
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not necessarily include “eminent domain”.  However, he still encourages residents to come out 

to the meeting to hear what is being discussed. 

*COUNCILMAN TROUT LEFT THE MEETING AT 9:00 P.M. 
 Councilman Fleming requested that the City Clerk make sure that each Council Member 

receive a copy of the notice for the upcoming Planning/Zoning Board Meeting. 

 

REPORTS 
 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilman Louis, the Tax Collectors 

Report as submitted was received and will be filed. 

 

PUBLIC 
 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilman Louis, the Regular Order 

of Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the Public for Non-Agenda Items. 

 Jim Watson, Main Street Director, came forward to thank Mayor and Council for allowing 

Main Street to have the use of City Hall.  Also he wanted to say  “thank you”  to Tom Bowe and 

Bob Law for making him feel welcome. 

 Anthony Chiesa, 36 Rugby Place, stated that he hopes that when Council adopts the 

budget they keep in mind that many people are having a difficult time keeping up with their 

expenses especially in today’s economy.   With people losing their jobs,  we don’t need to  deal 

with higher taxes;  he is asking Council to keep this in mind. 

 President Sloane advised that Council is very aware of the difficult times.   The 

taxpayers are always being considered.  

 Paul Bunn, 18 E. Packard Avenue, inquired about the fiber technologies network. 

 Mayor Curtis stated that any company that wants to add their lines to existing poles 

within the City, must apply for a right-of-way to do so. 

 

 Mr. Bunn also inquired about the plus column on the “Transfer of Appropriations” in 

tonight’s resolution.   Is that  money moved over from last year? 

 Mr. Law responded that it was. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the Public Portion 

was closed and the Regular Order of Business was resumed. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilman Louis,  there was a five 

minute recess before Council went into Executive Session. 
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     E X E C U T I V E      S E S S I O N 
 
 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilman Louis, the Regular Order 

of Business was resumed. 

 

 There being no further business, on motion of Councilman Pottillo, seconded by 

Councilman Croce, the meeting was adjourned at 9:40 pm. 

 

 

       _________________________________ 
       THOMAS B. BOWE 
       Clerk/Administrator 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT 
Assessor:  Roy Duffield 
Chief Financial Officer:  Robert Law 
City Engineer:  Ted Wilkinson, PE 
Collector-Treasurer:  Lorraine Roberts 
Deputy Clerk:  Gail R. Scheffler 
Emergency Mgmt. Officer: Lieutenant Cope 
Main Street:  Jim Watson 
NPP Coordinator:  Virginia Horn 
Police:  Chief Reed Merinuk 
Streets:  Rich Leidy 
Solicitor:  James Pierson, Esq. 
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