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       March 9, 2009 

 

 The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Woodbury held on the above date 

was called to order by President C. Barry E. Sloane at 7:30 pm.  The meeting was held in Council 

Chambers located at Woodbury City Hall, 33 Delaware Street, Woodbury, NJ.  The Clerk/Administrator, 

Thomas B. Bowe, stated that it was a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Woodbury City Council and due 

notice had been given to both the press and the public by reason of a resolution for Regular Meetings 

adopted January 5, 2009. 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a Moment of Silence. 

 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Villari, Brown, Fleming, Louis, Tierney, Trout, President Sloane and Mayor Curtis 
 
Absent: Pottillo, Croce 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the minutes of February 

23, 2009 were approved as submitted.   Councilman Villari abstained from the vote. 

 

PUBLIC 
 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the Regular Order of 

Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the Public for Agenda Items Only. 

 Anthony Chiesa, 36 Rugby Place, came forward to inquire about Resolution #09-74 regarding 

salaries for the Police Department. 

 Councilwoman Tierney responded that there was a 4% increase in salaries; however, there was a 

change in health benefits which would lower the cost of health benefits to the City. 

 Mr. Chiesa also inquired about an ordinance that required certain members of the fire department 

to reside in the City. 

 President Sloane advised that there would be an amendment made to this ordinance which would 

require only the Fire Administrator, Chief, and Deputy Chief to reside within the City. 

 On another matter, Mr. Chiesa also inquired about this evening’s bond ordinance relating to the 

redevelopment plan. 
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 President Sloane advised that the ordinance would help the City pay for the next step in its efforts 

to formulate a redevelopment plan for its commercial district along Broad Street.  Further, this ordinance 

would allow the City to act on the purchase of certain properties that would be deemed critical to the 

overall rehabilitation of the area focused on by the study.  By bonding all of the money up front, the City 

saves valuable time in attempting to move the overall plan forward. 

 Councilman Fleming added by saying that having this plan in place would protect the interests of 

the City and the downtown area. 

 President Sloane continued by stating that the City has to have a plan in place to protect the 

downtown area.   Councilman Sloane stated that since he has lived here, the City has slowly been losing 

the downtown area. 

  

 Seeing no one else, on motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the 

Public Portion was closed and the Regular Order of Business was resumed. 

  

PRESENTATION HONORING FORMER COUNCILWOMAN SCHREYER 
 

 Councilwoman Brown along with Councilwoman Tierney presented an award from Woodbury 

High School which honored former Councilwoman Roberta Schreyer for all her hard work and the time 

she devoted to the students.  The award was presented to her husband, George, who related how 

Councilman Schreyer thoroughly enjoyed working with the kids; education was very important to her. 

 

PRESENTATION BY CAPTAIN SHEEHAN 
 Police Captain Timothy Sheehan, who is the Safety Co-ordinator for the City’s JIF Program, 

advised that the City had recently received the Gold Award for 2008 which was presented to the City at 

the Annual JIF Breakfast.   The reasons the City was eligible for this award was because of people 

like:Gail Scheffler, Meg Holmes, Bob Law and Tom Dukelow all of whom had a great deal of input in 

achieving this recognition; therefore, Captain Sheehan thanks each one personally for all they have done 

and continue to do. 

 President Sloane inquired if Captain Sheehan had any safety objectives for this year.  Captain 

Sheehan responded that they would like to do a self-evaluation of our Job Safety Observation Program 

and audit it each week to try to make improvements.  Also, Captain Sheehan wanted to address the 

Fleet Maintenance Policy to ensure our vehicles are safe. 
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 Councilman Fleming thanked everyone that Captain Sheehan had mentioned as well as  the 

Captain for all their work.  Much of the record keeping and report filing is very time consuming and all are 

doing a great job. 

 

PRESENTATION BY COUNTY DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR 
 Mr. Gerald White, Deputy Administrator for the County of Gloucester, addressed Council 

regarding Senate Bill S-2356. 

Mr. White explained that basically this bill would change constitutionally how properties are 

assessed throughout the state.  The way properties are currently assessed is at market value.    This bill 

proposes  that we can assess the county municipalities every three years to keep the assessed values at 

100%; to do this  the current practices and laws have to be amended.  This idea is not something new; it 

has been suggested by two different governors and a blue ribbon panel of experts. 

Councilman Louis stated that Woodbury is currently assessed at 51% of its value; the bill 

suggests properties will be assessed at 100% their value; how will this be accomplished?   

Mr. White explained that it is a complicated process based on the assessment ratio. 

Councilman Louis then asked if we go from 51% to 100%, does that mean Woodbury taxpayers 

would be penalized and pay more taxes? 

Mr. White responded emphatically “No”; actually any increase would be shared equally amongst 

all the 24 municipalities in our county.  Not only will this ratio be shared, but the work will be done by 

county personnel instead of municipal tax assessors. 

Councilwoman Tierney inquired about towns that have been through tax appeals especially ones 

that border the river and have large industries; how would these appeals effect Woodbury? 

Mayor Curtis then gave some examples using the Greenbriar Nursing Home  and  Sickel’s 

Shopping Center stating that both of these property owners had requested a reduction in their taxes by 

way of an appeal. 

Mr. White further stated that the intent of this Bill was to try to equalize the distribution of the tax 

ratio and not necessarily to penalize the home owner who does repairs to improve his property. 

 Councilwoman Tierney expressed her concerns using a comparison of one house being in a 

desirable neighborhood and well cared for vs. another home that is also well-maintained but in a less 

desirable area.   How would the two properties be evaluated? 

 Mr. White attempted to explain how this would eventually equalize itself out after the first 

reassessment is done. 

 Councilwoman Tierney felt as though her question was not answered. 
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 Councilman Louis inquired if a resident had to agree to allow someone in their home for an 

assessment evaluation. 

 Mr. Roy A. Duffield, Tax Assessor for the City of Woodbury, stated that the homeowner does not 

legally have to let someone in to assess the inside of their property; however, it is the assessor’s 

responsibility to make an accurate as possible guess about the assessed value of the property.  Seeing 

the inside and the outside together would obviously be the best way to accomplish that. 

 There was some additional conversation regarding cost factors to the municipality for other 

services provided by the municipal assessor. 

 Mr. White stated that his purpose this evening was to put the facts out there for Council’s review 

and consideration. 

 President Sloane thanked Mr. White and indicated that a Resolution would be introduced this 

evening enlisting Council’s support for Bill S-2356. 

 

ORDINANCE #2100-09 – BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CONSTRUCTION AND 
INSTALLATION OF A NEW POTABLE WATER STORAGE TANK IN AND FOR THE CITY OF 
WOODBURY, COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF 
$3,075,000 THEREFOR; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OR 
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY, COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, NEW 
JERSEY, IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF UP TO $3,075,000; MAKING CERTAIN 
DETERMINATIONS AND COVENANTS; AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN RELATED ACTIONS IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE FOREGOING  
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled ordinance for final adoption. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilman Louis, the ordinance was ordered 

opened for public hearing. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilman Louis, the public hearing was 

ordered closed. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilman Louis, the ordinance was passed on 

second and final reading by a roll call vote. 

 Ayes  7 
 Nays  0 
 Absent  2 Croce, Pottillo 
 
 
ORDINANCE #2101-09 – BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF VARIOUS 
PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF WOODBURY, COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, NEW 
JERSEY, IN CONNECTION WITH PHASE I OF THE CITY’S DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT; APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $2,500,000 THEREFOR; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE 
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OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OR BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE CITY OF 
WOODBURY, COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF UP TO $2,375,000; MAKING CERTAIN DETERMINATIONS AND COVENANTS; AND 
AUTHORIZING CERTAIN RELATED ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FOREGOING 
 

Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled ordinance. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilman Louis, the ordinance was passed on 

first reading, to be advertised according to law, come up for second reading,  public hearing and final 

passage at the next regular meeting of Council on March 23, 2009. 

 Councilman Louis inquired  if we had a cost estimate on what it would be to implement the 

Redevelopment Plan. 

 Councilman Fleming advised that the cost would be approximately $150,000.00. 

 Councilman Louis then inquired if we shopped around for other estimates. 

 Councilman Fleming stated that, yes we did, and the range was from $180,000 to $260,000. 

 Mr. Law then explained how much of the bond ordinance would be used towards the plan and 

what amount for engineering and legal costs. 

 That being said, Councilman Louis inquired how we arrived at the 2.5 million dollar figure. 

 President Sloane stated that we actually had a figure of 3 million dollars and had to scale it back 

to 2.5 million. 

 Councilwoman Tierney advised that this is the first time she was hearing that figure and wanted 

to know where it had been discussed and when. 

 Councilman Louis stated that when a meeting was held with Triad, our grant consultant, he did 

not remember any amount being discussed and thought that first we were going to consider a priority list 

and proceed with that first. 

 Councilman Fleming continued the conversation by saying that originally the figure of $6 million 

was discussed for purchasing distressed properties.  The last thing we want to do, however,  is purchase 

property we cannot do anything with, especially during this economic crisis.   

 Mayor Curtis explained that the City does not want to find itself in a situation where we are 

holding on to a property and not collecting any taxes on it. 

 

RESOLUTION #09-72 – RESOLUTION TO CANCEL OLD OUTSTANDING CHECKS 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 
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 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilman Trout, the resolution was adopted 

by a voice vote. 

 

RESOLUTION #09-75 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE AGREEMENT WITH 
WARNOCK FLEET FOR ONE (1) 2009 DODGE DURANGO FOUR WHEEL DRIVE POLICE VEHICLE 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 

RESOLUTION #09-76 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PURCHASE AGREEMENT WITH WINNER 
FORD FOR TWO (2) 2009 CROWN VICTORIA POLICE VEHICLES 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #09-77 – RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION WITH THE STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY IN A SAFE AND SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE DIVISION 
OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Brown, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 
RESOLUTION #09-78 – RESOLUTION SUPPORTING SENATE BILL S-2356 
 
 Councilman Fleming presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 Mr. Roy Duffield, Tax Assessor, came forward to advise that he had sent everyone a letter 

explaining his views on the County’s plan to consolidate the assessing duties of all the 24 towns in 

Gloucester County; he had also asked everyone to read it carefully.  Mr. Duffield then gave several 

examples why it is to Woodbury’s benefit to keep their assessor services as they are now.  Mr. Duffield  

asked that Council not support Bill S-2356. 
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 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the resolution was 

defeated by a roll call vote. 

 Ayes  2 Fleming, Sloane 
 Nays  5 Villari, Brown, Louis, Tierney, Trout 
 Absent  2 Pottillo, Croce 
 
 
VOUCHERS 
 
 On motion of Councilman Fleming, seconded by Councilwoman Tierney, the vouchers as 

presented were authorized paid. 

 

 Councilman Fleming advised that his committee meet with the Auditor along with Bob Law to 

discuss the 2007 Audit.  Council is asked to look over the results of the Audit; if they have any questions 

they are to call him as the report will have to be approved at the next Council Meeting. 

 

PERSONNEL 
 
RESOLUTION #09-73 – RESOLUTION ADOPTING AND RATIFYING THE CONTRACT BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF WOODBURY AND THE NEW JERSEY STATE POLICEMAN’S BENEVOLENT 
ASSOCIATION, LOCAL 122 
 
 Councilwoman Tierney presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 Councilwoman Tierney advised that the contract would give the Patrolmen a 4% raise along with 

certain changes to their health benefits. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilman Louis, the resolution was adopted 

by a voice motion. 

 

RESOLUTION #09-74 – RESOLUTION ADOPTING AND RATIFYING THE CONTRACT BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF WOODBURY AND THE SERGEANTS OF THE WOODBURY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Councilwoman Tierney presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 

 On motion of Councilwoman Tierney, seconded by Councilwoman Brown, the resolution was 

adopted by a voice vote. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
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 Councilwoman Tierney stated that regarding the problem of broken glass at the Soccer Complex, 

we have reached an agreement whereby the City Engineer will level the fields at the end of the soccer 

season and seed again at that time. 

 Mr. Wilkinson, City Engineer advised that he along with Tom Dukelow walked the fields and did 

observe some pieces of china; however, no large pieces of glass were retrieved.   He would suggest that 

the parents, coaches and everyone involved police the fields before each game and until such time that 

the are leveled and seeded again.  What is occurring now is perfectly normal due to the rain and normal 

usage. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
ORDINANCE #2099-09 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AMENDING CHAPTER 
20-2 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY PROVIDING FOR RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS 
FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Councilman Louis presented the above-entitled ordinance which was scheduled for final 

adoption.  However, there was discovered a need for an amendment to be made to the ordinance.  The 

verbal amendment was made and the ordinance was again presented on first reading. 

 On Motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Council Trout, the ordinance was amended to 

include certain positions that would be exempt from residency requirements for membership. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the ordinance.  

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilman Trout, the ordinance was passed on 

first reading, to be advertised according to law, come up for second reading, public hearing and final 

passage at the next regular meeting of Council on March 23, 2009. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
 Councilman Villari had nothing to report. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
RESOLUTION #09-71 – RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION #09-66 AUTHORIZING THE USE 
OF NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING REHABILITATION FUNDS FOR BLOCK 109, LOT 8 A/K/A 75 EAST 
BARBER AVENUE 
 

 Councilwoman Brown presented the above-entitled resolution. 

 The City Clerk read the title of the resolution. 
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 On motion of Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilman Trout, the resolution was adopted 

by a voice vote. 

 

GREEN ACRES 
 
 Councilman Trout had nothing to report. 
 
 
MAYOR CURTIS 
 The Mayor spoke on the following topics: 
 

1) ABC National News Channel would  be in Woodbury this Wednesday on 
East Centre Street;  
 
2) On Friday, Channel 29 will be here for breakfast at our Friendship Fire House; 

 
3) On April 20, 2009, DOT will be conducting a public meeting in Council Chambers 
 to address what is being considered for Broad Street; 
 
4) Council is reminded to keep a close watch on the budget this year; and 

 
5) A “thank you” for passing the bond ordinance for the reservoir project which 
has been long overdue, and also to Woodbury Heights for their cooperation. 

 
 
CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR 
 Mr. Bowe reminded everyone who has not handed in their Financial Disclosures Statements  that 

they are  due. 

 Also, the Administrator stated that the City has applied for an Legislative Appropriations Grant in 

the amount of $205,000 to do the exteriors of City Hall and the Fire House. 

Mr. Bowe requested approval authorizing the City Engineer to look into the CDBG Grant money 

for the City to do some internal things such as curb cuts in the amount of $30,000.00. 

On motion of Councilman Trout, seconded by Councilwoman Brown,  the Engineer was directed 

to proceed with the request to look into the CDBG Grant to be used for the funding of curb cuts. 

Mr. Bowe stated that the courts and police department have received $30,000.00 from the 

Federal Stimulus Package. 

Also, Mr. Bowe advised that Mr. Don Hall will be retiring this May from his position as the  

Community Service Director.  

 

PUBLIC 
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 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilwoman Brown, the Regular Order of 

Business was suspended and the floor was opened to the Public for Non-Agenda Items. 

 Paul Bunn, 18 East Packard Avenue, came forward to inquire how the City intends to get the bike 

path across Evergreen Avenue in a safe manner. 

 Mayor Curtis advised that there are no special plans; we can only do the best we can. 

 Anthony Chiesa, 36 Rugby Place, stated that along DuBois Avenue there is a need to have a sign 

for “Children at Play” to alert cars to be a little more cautious and drive slower. 

 There was a voice motion to have the Police look into the area in question. 

 On motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilman Trout, the Public Portion was closed 

and the Regular Order of Business was resumed. 

 There being no further business, on motion of Councilman Louis, seconded by Councilman Trout, 

the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm. 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 
       THOMAS B. BOWE 
       Clerk/Administrator 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT 
Assessor:  Roy Duffield 
Chief Financial Officer:  Robert Law 
City Engineer:  Ted Wilkinson, PE 
Deputy Clerk:  Gail R. Scheffler 
Emergency Mgmt Officer:  Lieutenant S. Cope 
NPP Coordinator:  Virginia Horn 
Police:  Chief Reed Merinuk, Captain T. Sheehan 
Solicitor:  James Pierson, Esq.  
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